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DIRECT COMMUNICATION 








lhe DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Deve or- 
MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
tll subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
enquiries by traders on cousercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
Volonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations cen- 
cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

One of the aims of the Department of Overseas Trade is 
‘io bring its Overseas Services into close personal touch with 
business men, and British firms when sending representa- 
tives abroad are recommended to instruct them to call on 
His Majesty’s Consular Officers in the countries they visit, 
and on the Commercial Diplomatic Officer in the capital of 
each country and, in the case of the Dominions, on His 
\lajesty’s Trade Commissioners. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Over 60,000 samples of goods of Foreign manufacture 
which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 











foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Rooras of 
the Department at 3, Guildhall Courtyard, E.C., and are 
now available for the inspection of British manufacturers, 

The BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, opened 
Monday, 23rd February, at the Crystal Palace, Birmingham 
and Glasgow, and closed on Friday, 5th March. The Utiice 
dealing with Fair matters is at 35, Old Queen Streei, 
S.W. 1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor. 
tunity of familiarising themselves with Foreign methods oj 
advertising (including German and Austrian), the Board of 
Trade have collected over 13,000 Foreign Trade Catalogues, 
and these may be inspected by British manufacturers at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intell. 
gence), 73, Basinghall Street, London, W.C.2. 


A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this jndex 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 3, 
Old Queen Street, London S.W. 1. 

















OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register afiords early information to mann- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad before 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
the annual subscription to the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
It is not open to non-British traders. 

Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shorld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 78, Basinghall Street, 

onaon, £.v. 





FORM K. 


Hi.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 

In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation 1s 
ESSENTIAL. 

A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 

1. The Department collects and edits the informatw. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 

(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 7 
The bodies comprised in these organisations have theif 
various component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form k, 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 

circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. +! 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firras 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries \~ 
St. James’s Street, London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affiliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 


THE WEEKLY OUTPUT. 
Provisional figures ol the weekly tonnage output ot 
coal dwing the tour weeks ended 27th March are given 








below. 

The output for the week ended 27th March was 
1,879,192 tons, against 4,872,642 tons in the previous 
week, and 4,900,640 tons in the corresponding long 
week in Northumberland and Durham. 

6th Mar. 13th Mar. 20th Mar. 27th Mar. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland .. 225,057 245,421 240,194 241,717 
Durham ‘és .. 646,427 676,512 640,607 668,542 


Yorkshire - .. 780,763 793,907 794,02 784,222 
Lancashire, Cheshire 
and North Wales .. 460,350 457,526 463,565 416,283 


Derby, Nottingham, 

and Leicester .. 600,374 602,385 602,280 588,229 
Staffordshire, Shrop- 

shire, Warwick, and 

Worcester .. 368,822 370,125 362,793 367,584 
South Wales = and 

Monmouthshire .. 1,022,047 £995,923 1,006,837 1,023,965 
Other English districts 101,961 103,379 102,263 104,072 
Scotland ae .. 666,626 , 656,462 670,065 654,568 








Total > .. 4,852,427 4,900.640 4,872,642 4,879,192 


—— Se eee 


SUMMARY SINCE MAY 31, 1919. 
The total production weekly of coal since 3Ist May, 
1919, is given below :— 


1919. 1919. 
Tons. Tons. 

May 3ist ...... 1.812.595 November 8th 4,804,456 
June 7th ...... 1,644,034 November 15th 4,679,402 
June l4th ...... 3.256.508 November 22nd 4.767.578 
June Bist ...... 1,736,841 November 29th 4,762,729 
June 28th ...... $806,933 December 6th 1,808,524 
July Sth ....... 1.728.588 December 13th 4,886,156 
July i2th ...... 4.796,148 December 20th 4,910,106 
July a 3.893.651 December 27th 3.352.603 
July 26th ...... 2,557,904 1920. 
August 2nd... 3,614,776 January 3rd_... 3,494,603 
August 9th... 2,642,895 January 10th ... 4,549,723 
August 16th ... 3.726,199 January 17th ... 4,902,906 
August 23rd ... B.989. 762 January 2Ath ... 4,851,521 
August 30th ... 4,354,985 January 31st ... 4,866,666 


September 6th 4,509,863 February 7th ... 4,846,167 


September 13th 4,489,816 February 14th = 4,897,311 
September 20th 4,450,308 February 21st 1,855,845 
September 27th 4,481.45 February 28th 4,835,928 
Octeber 4th ... 2,871,519 Mareh 6th ...... 4,852,427 
October llth ... 4,076,862 March 13th  ... 4,900,640 
October 18th ... 4,727,465 March 20th | 872,642 
October 25th ... 4.761.037 Mareh 27th — ... 4,879,192 
November Ist ... 4,674,532 





DYESTUFFS: PRICES AND COSTS. 

The Board of Trade announce that a Dyes and Dye- 
stuffs Sub-Committee has been appointed under the 
Profiteering Act to ascertain to what extent supplies, 
prices and costs of dyes and dyestuffs in this country 
are affected by trade combinations, and further to ascer- 
tain to what extent the processes of dyeing and finish- 
ing are affected by trade combinations. _ 

This Sub-Committee would be glad to receive com- 
munications from any persons or firms who consider 
that their operations, output or prices have been affecte:] 
by any combination, either of dyes, manufacturers or 
of dyers or finishers. : 

Persons who desire to submit statements on these 
matters or to give evidence to the Sub-Committee 
should communicate with the Secretary, Dves and Dve- 
stuffs Sub-Committee, Standing Committee on Trusts. 
54, Victoria Street, London, S.W. 1. | 
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DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 








FUNCTIONS OF TRADE COM. 
MISSIONERS. 


OFFICIAL INSTRUCTIONS. 

The President of the Board of Trade has considered it 
desirable to place formally on record the nature of the 
work required to be performed by His Majesty's Trade 
Commissioners in the discharge of their official duties 
whilst stationed in various parts of the British Empire. 
The President has accordingly furnished each Trade 
Commissioner with a formal letter of appointment which 
deseribes his functions in the following terms :— 

In the discharge of your official duties you will endeavour 
to establish and maintain cordial relations with the governing 
authorities in the (Dominion, Colony, or Protectorate, as 
the case may be) in which you are stationed. 

While yvour primary duties will be to ascertain what oppor- 
tunities exist, and by what means those opportunities can 
best be utilised, for extending in your area the trade of the 
United Kingdom, and of those other parts of the Empire 
which express a desire to utilise vour services, vou will also 
regard it as vour general duty to promote the trade of the 
British Empire as a whole within the area to which vou are 
appointed. 

Among the functions of vour office it is your dutv— 





(a) To give any assistance you properly can to British 
traders seeking vour services, 

(b) To study and report upon the Tariff Laws and 
Customs Regulations, as well as legislation affect- 
ing banking, patents and copyrights, shipping, 
harbours, etc. 

(c) To watch the imports into the (Dominion, Colony, ot 
Protectorate, as the case may be), to furnish 
reports on the best methods of meeting foreign 
competition, and to furnish reports on financial 
and trade conditions, 

(d) To forward early information as to contracts open, 
or likely to be open, to tender, the opening of any 
new industries, and the extension of public works. 

(e) To make an Annual General Report on the conditions 
and prospects of trade in your area, and to 
supplement it by special reports dealing as ex- 
haustively as possible with particular questions 
which are likely to be of interest to British firms. 

(f) To keep an active watch for information as to sources 
of supply of raw materials which may be opened 
up in vour area, and for other information relat- 
ing to materials which are likely to be of value 
to British manufacturers for use in British 
industries. 

(<) To furnish information relating to the economic 

conditions prevailing at important industrial 

centres, having particular regard to labour dis- 

putes, strikes, lock-outs, rates of wages, hours ol 

labour, and cost of living. 

With a view to the adequate discharge of your duties you 
will, of course, take any suitable opportunity of visiting the 
principal commercial centres in your area, and of establish- 
ing friendly relations with the commercial community. 





H.M. SENIOR TRADE COMMISSIONER'S 
OFFICE AT JOHANNESBURG. 

In spite of the many difficulties which have had to be 
surmounted since 7th February, 1919, when it was first 
opened, the Office of H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in South Africa at Johannesburg has already contributed 
some valuable work in bringing together United King: 


<om interests and those of the chief industrial centres 


of the Union. Mr. Wickham himself has not been able 
to devote as much time as he would like to travelling in 
various parts of the Union, and the few tours which he 
had to carry out were cut short on account of the pressure 
“f work in establishing his new office. Johannesburg 
Lusiness men are finding the Office of great assistance, 
and the number of visits to it have increased month by 
month. Nearly 1,000 personal applications for informa: 
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tion were dealt with between lebruary and December, 
while nearly 1,500 letters were despatched during the 
same period. Mr. Wickham has also been responsible 
in this time for the formation of the Aerial Union of 
the Transvaal to co-operate with the Union Government 
in Supervising commercial flying, and in the formation 
of the British Manufacturers’ Association, on the 
lines of the Australian Association of British Manu- 
facturers and their Representatives. 





SAMPLES FOR AUSTRIA. 

The Austrian State Office for Finance has infterme« 
the Pritish Commercial Commissioner that the rules 
coverning the import of samples for Austria are the same 
as the rules regarding import duty. Samples are 
admitted free if they are in a form unsuitable for sale, 
e.g., small pieces of cloth, shoes cnly for a right or left 
foot, ete. Samples of finished goods must otherwise be 
rendered unsaleable, e.g., by cutting them in half, boring 
holes in them, etc., if it is desired that they should not 
be subject to duty or import permit restrictions. 





BULGARIAN GRAIN EXPORTS. 

Any persons wishing to purchase grain should appoint 
acompetent agent to arrange first of all with the Govern- 
ment the rate of exchange to be fixed for the con- 
version of sterling into leva, states H.M. Commercial 
Secretary at Sofia. The difference between the official 
and the open market rates being at present 150-180 
leva and 220 leva approximately, it is evident 
that the profits would be greatly affected by 
the rate granted. Reliable agents would also have to 
be employed to take delivery of the grain which, being 
of a very mixed description, would have to be very 
carefully inspected and sorted at ports of shipment. 'f 
persons formerly employed as agents by foreign grain 
merchants could be employed, these would probably 
he the best. 





AGENT FOR PORT OF JACKSON- 
VILLE, FLORIDA. 

During a recent visit to England H.M. Consul at 
Jacksonville, Florida, made special investigations +s 
to the possibilities of direct trade between the south- 
eastern portion of United States, via Jacksonville, and 
Great Britain, 

His inquiries led to the belief that the time had 
come for laying the foundation of this trade, and con- 
siderable interest was shown by both manufacturers anc 
shippers. 

The principal difficulty in the way seemed to be the 
lack of information in England with regard to the possi- 
Lilities of this particular territory. 

Upon returning to his post the Consul found that 
the City of Jacksonville, which has for some time past 
also shown much interest in the question, had decided 
to create a fund for the purpose of giving publicity to 
the advantages the City had to offer. He was in close 
touch with the Committee in charge of this matter. and 
after laying before the members thereof his views on 
the subject, was successful in inducing the Committee 
to lay aside a certain portion of the fund for the engage- 
ment of a representative in London. This agent will 
be called ‘‘ The British Agent for the Port of Jackson- 
ville, Florida.’’ 

It is evident that such a person acting as intermediary 
between the merchants in England and in the South- 
eastern States, can do much to facilitate the exchanee 
of trade, and his appointment is made more especially 
for the purpose of increasing exports from Great 
Britain, as the products of Florida are of such a nature 
that their sale is always assured. 

The appointment has been made for six months as 
an experiment, and has been given to Mr, George C. 
Glover, 180, Buckingham Palace Road, London. Any 
persons interested in exports or any other matters relat- 
ing to this territory may communicate with him, «nd 
he will obtain for them, with the greatest despateh 
Possible, any information they may desire. 
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Special Articles. 





RAILWAY RATES AND FARES. 


THE ADVANCES SINCE THE (OUTBREAK OF 
WAR — 

In our issue of 7th November, 1918, we attempted 
to give a summary of the war-time advances which had 
been made by various countries in railway rates and 
fares. Particulars of the kind, collected from many 
different sources, are inevitably incomplete, and some- 
times are not wholly trustworthy. We propose to sup- 
plement the information contained in our previous 
article by submitting now, in so far as we can, a com- 
parison of present-day railway rates and fares with 
those which were in force at the outbreak of war. We 
have collated particulars which have been collected 
by the Ministry of Transport and by the Power, Trans- 
Hort and Economic Departinent of the Board ot Trade. 
The figures for Austria and Hungary are doubtful and 
possibly do no more than approximate to the fact; 
the calculations for the other countries are, in our belief, 
subst antially correct, 





European ALLIED COUNTRIES. 

In FRANCE passenger fares have been advanced as 
follows:—-Ist class 80 per cent., 2nd class 75 per cent., 
3rd class 70 per cent. An increase of 25 per cent. was 
imposed in March, 1918; the further advance 10 the 
above percentages is provisional and has been so far 
sanctioned only for 1920. The provisional increase in 
coods rates for 1920, with a corresponding advance in 
subsidiary charges, brings up the total increase in rates 
to 140 per cent. There has been allowed a graduated 
-vstem of abacc:nents in passenger fares for members of 
families—the larger the family the greater the abate- 
ment. Soldiers with fifty per cent. disability and over 
are carried at quarter fares. 

BELGIuM has :lvanced both passenger fares and goods 
rates by 100 per cent. above pre-war charges. 

In ITaty, as in France, the advances in fares are 
graduated according to class. The increase for Ist class 
is 120 per cent., for 2nd class 100 per cent., for third 
class 60 per cent., and for passengers’ luggage 120 
per cent. The rates on foodstuffs, fuel, certain raw 
materials and building materials have been advanced 
by 40 per cent., other goods pay 100 per cent. more. 

The railway advances in GREECE have been small. 
They amount to a 30 per cent. increase on fares and 
rates, the advance to continue for one year after the 
ond of the war. 

PorTuGAL has imposed a 57 per cent. increase on both 
passenger fares and goods rates. 

Wiuropran Nevtrrat Covuntriss. 

In HoLLanp passenger fares have gone up by about 
75 per cent., and the advances in goods rates range from 
70 to 140 per cent. 

Passenger fares in SWITZERLAND have increased by 
about 100 per cent. and goods rates by about 1890 per 
cent. 

In SWEDEN the graduated system has been applied 
to passenger fares, so that while lst class passengers 
pay 200 per cent. more than before the war, the 2nd 
class pay 150 per cent. more, and the 3rd class 100 per 
cent, more. The advance in goods rates is 200 per cent 

Norway has also graduated the increases in fares as 
follows :—Ist class 180 per cent., 2nd class 80 per cent., 
3rd class 60 per cent. Goods rates have been increased 
by about, 150 per cent. 

The actual increases in Sparx amount to no more 
than 15 per cent. on fares and rates, but the following 
additional increases are proposed :—Ist class passengers 
00 per cent., 2nd class 48 per cent., 3rd class 45 per 
cent. ; goods 50 per cent. 

CENTRAL EvuRoPEAN Powers. 

A new increase of 100 per cent. on goods rates in 
(FERMANY came into force this month. There is some 
doubt about the total increase. Acecordine toe the 
Journal Officiel,’’ Paris, the increase in passenger 
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tares up to last month were from 35 to 110 per cent. in 
passenger fares and 125 per cent. in goods rates. There 
is in addition a transport tax. 

In so far as can be ascertained passenger fares in 
Austria have increased by about 290 per cent., and 
goods rates by about 390 per cent. Demurrage rates 
have increased by 200 per cent. 

HUNGARY has advanced passenger fares by about 240 
per cent., and goods rates by about 300 per cent. But 
further increases have been proposed and the present 
position is uncertain. 

THE British EMPIRE. 

In Canava the increases in force amount on the 
average to about 4U per cent. on passenger fares and 
goods rates. Further increases of from 80 to 40 per 
cent, are proposed, 

In New SoutH WALEs passenger fares have gone up 
by from 5 to 50 per cent and goods rates by 10 per cent. 

VICTORIA has advanced passenger fares by from 0 to 
10 per cent., and parcels by 10 per cent. Goods rates 
have gone up by from 5 to 33 1-3 per cent. Further 
increases have been proposed. 

Soutu AusTRALIA has abolished return fares and some 
ether railway privileges. Goods rates have been put up 
by 10 per cent. generally, though grain rates remain 
unchanged. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA has abolished privileges, such as 
traders’ and commercial travellers’ tickets, and has 
increased season ticket and excursion fares. Pareels 
rates have also been advanced. 

In Eaypr passenger tares have advanced by about 
100 per cent., and goods rates by from 50 to 150 per 
cent. 

NORTH AND SouTH AMERICA. 

In the Uwnirep States the average increase in 
passenger fares and goods rates is 40 per cent. Further 
increases have been proposed. 

In PRaziL, on the State-owned Central Railway, fares 
and rates have been advanced 20 per cent. 

Goods rates have been advanced by about one-third 
on the ARGENTINE railways. 


Ruvssla. 


Information from Russia cannot be depended upon. 
fut it may be of interest to mention that the advance 
in Kiussian passenger fares is stated to be 1,400 per 
cent., and the advance in goods rates 3,400 per cent 
These figures indicate depreciated currency rather than 
inereased working costs, though no doubt there has 
been a substantial real rise in costs. 





MONEY AND EXCHANGE IN MARCH. 


The principal rates remained unchanged—-PRank 
Rate, 6 per cent.; Banks Deposit Rate, 4 per cent.; 
Discount Houses, 4 per cent. for call and 44 per cent. 
for notice; and Treasury Bills, three months, at 5} per 
cent. Six months’ Treasury Bills were discontinued on 
19th March, and twelve months’ bills, also at 5} per 
cent., were substituted so that they might mature at a 
period when revenue was coming in freely, instead of 
in the autumn, when the Anglo-French Loan and other 
liabilities will have to be met. Other rates moved as 
follows :— 





ioe “ Mar. 5. Mar. 12 mae. 30 Mar. 26 Mar. 3] 
ank bilis,émonths .. 5 f ‘ 
——_— sc 6ClUCiC ee 
months 2° se 6} 6} 64 6} 6} 
Short Loans .. -- 44-4 44-4 4}--4 44 44—5 
Day to Day Loans .. 24—4 3-4 3—-4 3—4 4—44 
Money was fairly plentiful throughout the month, 
but there was considerable apprehension of a rise in the 
Bank Rate, and on 17th March the market rose to 
5§— #. The cause of this fear was the continued Je- 
mands from industry, and there is evidence that the 
banks have been trying to limit credit to firms requir- 
ing money for business purposes, and to refuse it to 
speculators. 
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New CapiTAL ISSUEs. 

Since the beginning of the year there has been an 
outpouring of new issues. Omitting loans of British 
and Foreign Governments and British Corporations, the 
monthly amounts as recorded in the ‘* Economist” 
have been as follows:— 


£ 
IIE cnccenccsesecnsnevacesscsecencasenes 29,970,722 
February —.........ccccccccsccsscsececcsece 31,530,916 
BER. iid cd nce aeemeamenluanheweds 59,514,712 


So great a demand has caused no little perturbation, 
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer felt compelled to 
utter a note of warning. ‘The competition of proposals 
offering to the public the bait of high war profits in 
order to enable the original owners to realise the 
increased nominal value of their undertakings, naturally 
interferes with the needs of business for more capital, 
and so hampers the restoration of full productive 
activity. Another feature of the time is the realisation 
by business houses of their temporary investments in 
Government stock because they now need the money 
for development purposes. These sales, coupled witn 
the large sales of securities by France, have dragged 
down the values of gilt-edged securities; for example, 
Five per Cent. War Loan, which was at 944 in the 
beginning of 1919, and at 914 at the end, fell to 87# 
—887, on dist March. 

NoTE CIRCULATION. 


The movement of note circulation has been as 
follows :— 


Bank of 

Currency Notes. England Notes. Total. 

£000 £000 £000 

Ist Oct., 1919 ... 335,021 84,142 419,163 
3lst Dec., 1919 ... 356,152 91,350 447 ,502 
25th Feb., 1920... 324,994 96,526 421,520 
24th Mar., 1920... 326,572 101,137 427,709 
31st Mar., 1920... 335,372 105,271 440,643 


Since the Christmas expansion was liquidated there 
has been an increased issue of both classes of notes ot 
over 44 per cent.; the increase since Ist October, 
1919, exceeds 5°1 per cent.; allowance has to be made 
for the increased demand for currency for the Kaster 
holidays. 

Coin and bullion in the Pank of England was 
£88,159,000 on Ist October, 1919, and £91,342,000 on 
3lst December. It rose to £110,446,000 on 25th 
February, and to £118,270,000 on 17th March, but fell 
again to £112,172,000 on 3lst March. ‘The increase 
was due to the transfer of gold from other banks, and 
the decrease in the last fortnight is explained by the 
market as being due to the shipment of gold to New 
York for the repayment of the Anglo-French Loan in the 
autumn. The proportion of reserve to liabilities fell 
correspondingly, and on 3lst March was 183 per 
cent., which compares favourably with 91 per cent. 
on 3lst December and 14} per cent. on 1st October, 
1919. The transfer of gold from other banks, however, 
simply makes visible reserves formerly held in those 
banks. 

THE NationaL Dest. 
The following statement of the position ot the 


sé r\ 


National Debt is compiled from the ‘‘ EKeonomist ”’ :— 


Treasury Temporary Borrowings 


Bills. Advances. Abroad. 

£ mill. £ mill. £ mill. 

3lst Dec., 1919 ...... 1,106-6 243-2 1,357°1 
28th Feb., 1920 ......... 1,070-0 187-8 1,324°7 
6th Mar., 1920 ...... 1,056°6 185°4 1 ,823:5 
13th Mar., 1920 ...... 1,059-2 168-9 ] ,323°5 
20th Mar., 1920 ...... 1,048-8 1784 1,321°1 
3lst Mar., 1920 ...... 1,107-0 204-9 1 ,318°8 


It was stated in the House of Lords on 18th February 
that the total dead-weight debt was £7,998,000,000 on 
31st December, 1919, and £7,913,000,000 on 14th 
february, 1920. The deficit on the financial year was 
£326,202,000 as compared with the Budget estimate 
of £250,000,000 and the October estimate of 
£473,000,000. The increase in the floating debt in the 
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latter part of March was due to heavy Government dis- 
bursements at the end of the financial year, and will 
probably only be temporary. 

THE ForeiGN ExXcianGEs. 

The collapse in New York exchange which charac- 
terised February was replaced in March by a gratifying 
recovery, Showing that the soundness of British wade 
and industry is becoming better recognised in America. 
The cable rate in New York on London which on 28th 
February was 3.394 dols., rose on 5th March to 3.633, 
on 12th March to 3.683, on 19th March to 3.79, 
op 26th March to 3.914; and on March 3lst it tell to 
3.87 (mean of ‘* Economist ’’ prices); the ** Times 
quotes the closing price on April dth as 4.05. On the 
other hand, the debacle in French and Italian exchange 
continued; Paris exchange on London tell to 58.45 
francs and on April 3rd was 57.725, compared with 
46.80-48.00 on 28th February, and Italian exchange on 
London fell to 82 lire on April 8rd, against. 62.35-62.40. 
Part of the fall was due to the purchases of sterling in 
order to finance imports from the United States, and the 
advance in the value of our money in terms of dollars, 
even against the utilisation of our market for Kuropean 
purposes, Shows how strong our trading position is 


becoming. Movements of other European currencies 
are shown below (particulars extracted from the 
‘“ Eeonomist ’’) :— 
5th 12th 

On London. Par. March. March. 
Amsterdam florins to £ ......... 12-107 9°720 10,275 
Christiania kroner to £ ......... 18°159 20-450 21-200 
Stockholm kroner to £ .......... 18-159 18-385 18-460 
Copenhagen kroner to £ ...... 18-159 22°765 21°700 
Brussels francs to £ ............. 25:221 48-150 47°675 
Switzerland francs to £ ......... 25-221 21-315 21-900 
Madrid pesetas to £ ............. 25-221 20-525 21-150 
Berlin marks to £.........ccccceces 20°43 352°5 272°6 

19th 26th 31st 

On London March. March. March. 
Amsterdam florins to £ ......... 10-340 10-535 10-425 
Christiania kroner to £ ......... 20-675 20-650 22-000 
Stockholm kroner to £ ......... 18-260 18-250 18-010 
Copenhagen kroner to £ ........ 21-275 21°225 21°285 
Brussels francs to ~ ............... 50-300 53,300 54-075 
Switzerland francs to & ......... 22-025 22-470 22-025 
Madrid pesetas to £ ............ 21-365 22-100 22-265 
Bem marks to £. ......ccccccees 290 290 279 


South American rates also moved in our favour, 
Buenos Aires telegraphic transfers being 693-70 pence 
tothe dollar on 27th February and 61-617 on 31st March 
(par=47.58 pence). . 

EXCHANGES IN PERCENTAGES OF GOLD ParIry. 

The following Tables, in continuation of those given 
in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ for 4th March, show the movements 
of the leading rates of exchange, calculated in percent- 
age of gold parity (relative value of the foreign currency 
to that of the country where quotation is made) :— 

New York on— 
London. Paris. Rome. Amsterdam. 


Mth Februarv ............ 69°12 36°24 28:13 91-74 
4th March ......<........... 73°51 37:56 28:66 92-67 
I ck ccacecvcecess 76°80 389-03 28-76 89-56 
SS eee 76°75 38:11 27-79 91°43 
MEMO ....cccsccccsceecs 79°32 36-50 a 91°43 
ON, cc cosceaccceses 80°37 35-38 93-29 


London on— 
Rome. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerland. 


%6th February 40-35 131-39 99-40 119-82 
4th March ... 39-69 128-32 99-93 119-53 
llth March ... 38°51 113-68 98-32 113-46 
Ith March ... 36°16 118-99 99-07 116-23 
25th March ... 33°19 115-86 99-50 113-10 
Paris on— 
London. Amsterdam. Stockholm. Switzerland. 
26th Feb. ... 192-04 251-78 189-72* 995-25 
4th March He. akg 250-82 192-60 232-00 
lth March 195-21 222-97 192-96 923-50 
8th March 201-20 243-37 200-16 932-60 
25th March 218-16 953-22 213-30 941-50 
*25th February. 


oe ote ¢ 
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GOLD AND SILVER. 


Movements in the price of gold and silver per ounce 
have been as follows :— 


Silver. 

Gold. Cash. ~© Forward. 
2/th February ............ 122s. 4d. 823d. 82d. 
GOR BRBPON ..ccccccccccces 114s. 6d. 77id. 773d. 
Be BO: hiccccceccscess 112s. 1d. 70d. 703d. 
19th BEOreN ............... 108s. 4d. 708d. 71d. 
26th March ............... 105s. 8d. 71d. 71d. 
dist March ............ 106s. 2d. 723d. 723d- 


The price of gold reflects the movement of the dollar 
exchange. The silver market has been very spasmodic, 
owing, according to Messrs. Samuel Montagu and Com- 
pany, to ‘‘the large amounts of melted coin sent to 
this market for sale, the coyness of buyers on account 
of China, and the uncertainty created by the vacilla- 
tions of the United States exchange.’’ On 17th March 
prices fell to 653d. for cash and 66d. for forward de- 
livery, but the following week opened on 22nd at 77d. 
and 76d. respectively; this rally was followed by 
another fall. 

NoTE CIRCULATION IN LEADING COUNTRIES. 

The general situation of the note circulation is shown 
in the following table :— 

End End End Latest 
Dec., 1913. Dec., 1918 Dec., 1919. — 


1920. 
£ million. £million. £ million. £ million, 


United Kingdom: 


Bank of England ............... 29.6 70.2 91.4 101.1 

Currency Notes _...........cc...:. — 323.2 356.2 326.6 
oe apg Bank of France .......... 228.5 1,210.0 1.491.0 1,526.0. 
Italy: 

Co ae 20.0 85.0 90.9* — 

EE 91.3 470.1 609.1* — 
Germany: 

Tmperial Bank ........... anal 129.7 1,100.4 1,784.9 2.082.0 

Loan Bureau Notes ........... — 497.0 673.2 632.0 
United States: 

Federal Reserve Notes ...... — 548.1 622.8 692.7 

Other Paper Currency ......... 526.8 435.2 374.1 359.1 
Denmark: National Bank _...... £.4 25.0 27.2 26.4 
Sweden: Bank of Sweden ......... 12.2 43.9 40.1 37.7 
Norway: Bank of Norway ...... 5.9 24.0 25.0 22.8 
Holland: Nétherlands Bank 26.1 89.1 86.1 84.1 
Spain: Bank of Spain ............ 77.0 132.6 154.3 153.7 
Switzerland: Swiss National Bank 12.6 39.0 41.4 36.1 
Japan: Bank of Japan ............ 42.6 199.1 155.5t 129.5 

*End of October. +3rd January, 1920 





Notes on Trade. 





[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,” it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. | 





AMERICAN-POLISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AT NEW YORK. 

An American-Polish Chamber of Commerce has been 
established at New York and a branch is to be estab- 
lished at Warsaw. The new Chamber is receiving 
official sanction and support from the Polish Consul- 
General. While it will devote itself to the usual fune- 
tions of such a body, American export interests will 
probably utilise it for immediate trade purposes. 





CLOTHES PINS FROM AMERICA. 


The Export Clothes Pin Association of America, 
formed under the Webb-Pomerene Law, is stated to be 
receiving considerable export orders, principally from 
the United Kingdom. The orders are obtained by 
the agents of the individual companies which comprise 
the Association, and are forwarded direct to the office 
of the Association at New York, who in turn allocate 
them to the factory concerned. The factory on com- 
pletion of the order forwards the goods to sea-board, 
consigned to the Association, who then complete the 
transaction from that point onwards, viz., forwardin 
the shipment, clearing through the Custom house, an 
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NOTES ON TRADE -continued. 





collecting the invoice price from the purchasers. For 
this service the Association receive a small commission 
to cover their out-of-pocket expenses. 





MOTOR CARS IN SAO PAULO. 

According to an official Brazilian announcement 
2,799 motor cars were registered with the police of Sao 
Paulo up to 27th January last, of which about 140 were 
motors used for commercial purposes, and the remainder 
for passengers. ‘The official communication further 
states that an early increase is anticipated, as the 
Ford interests alone are importing 500 cars per month 
into Brazil. 

By an anomaly of the import dues it is more advan- 
tageous to import cars via Santos than via Rio de 
Janeiro. The Ford cars are consequently assembled at 
Santos and shipped to Rio by train, the selling price 
there being correspondingly higher than here to cover 
the extra freight. | 

By far the greater number of cars running in Sao 
Paulc, at least of the newer oues, are of American make, 
and H.M. Consul in the city is of the opinion that it 
will be many years to come before the British-made 
cars can gain the foothold held at present by American- 
built cars. 

The following are the prices of some of the principal 
American cars being sold on the Sao Paulo market, and, 
for convenience, exchange has been reckoned at 1s. per 
milreis as, although at the present time the value of 
the milreis is very much higher, this does not make any 
difference to the Brazilian customer who pays for his 
car in currency: 

Ford (Standard model) 3,600 milreis (£180). 
Chevrolet ih ... 5,000 milreis (£250). 
Dort ina on ... 6,060 milreis (£300). 
Buick (about) ... . 8,000 milreis (£400). 








CONTROL OF DANISH IMPORTS. 

The action of the Danish Financial Council in advo- 
cating measures which will render all importation into 
Denmark dependent on the production of a certificate 
from the Council that credit has been sanctioned for each 
particular consignment, has met with considerable 
opposition, particularly from the agricultural interests, 
and also to some extent from the merchants. The 
restrictions are also considered to be against the imme- 
diate interests of the banks, but it has been found 
necessary to advocate them in the general economic 
interests of the whole country. 

Recently some 700 Danish merchants proceeded to 
the Leipzig Fair, and the announcement that credits 
would probably be withheld for the purchases they made 
caused no small consternation. (It may be remarked 
that very considerable quantities of marks, by some 
estimated at 1,000,000,000 marks, are in Danish hands, 
and the holders are in many cases anxious to realise 
what they can by buying goods in Germany.) 





AGENCIES AND CATALOGUES IN SPAIN. 

Captain U. de B. Charles, Commercial Secretary to 
His Majesty’s Embassy at Madrid, states that it would 
be of great assistance to him in bringing the names of 
United Kingdom exporters to the notice of Spanish 
buyers, if he could be furnished with copies of catalogues 
issued by British firms who are interested in the market. 
Catalogues, which should preferably be in Spanish, 
should be addressed by any firms interested direct to 
The Commercial Secretary to His Majesty’s Embassy, 
Aleala-Galiano, 5, Madrid. 
The Department of Overseas Trade would also be 

glad to learn of any action taken by United Kingdom 
firms in this matter. The Commercial Secretary will 
also be pleased to hear from any United Kingdom firms 
desirous of appointing an agent for the sale of their 
products in Spain, and to render them all possible 
assistance in this connection. 


_ — 





—_— 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 
SOUTH AFRICAN EXHIBITIONS. 


Numerous agricultural shows are. to be held during 





the year at various centres in South Africa, at which’ 


agricultural machinery and implements, tractors, ete., 
are to be exhibited. In addition, motor vehicles are, 
in some cases, to be exhibited. Particulars of all the 
exhibitions may be obtained from the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1. The 
attention of British firms is specially invited to these 
exhibitions, as information to hand from H.M. Trade 
Commisioner at Capetown indicates that a good deal 
of space has already been booked for the exhibition of 
American manutactures. 





SPACE FOR BRITISH MOTOR EXHIPITS 
AT ANTWERP FETES. 


The Department of Overseas Trade are informed that 
at the Exhibition which opens in Antwerp on Ist May 
and closes in October next, in conjunction with the 
seventh Olympiad (see the ‘‘ Journal’’ of 1st April) 
5,000 square feet of space in one block has been reserved 
for British motor firms who care to arrange to take 
space. Applications should be sent as soon as possible 
to the following address: Antwerp Fétes, Exhibitions 
= a Park, 1920, 303, High Holborn, London, 

It is considered that this Exhibition offers a good 
opportunity for British motor vehicle manufacturers to 
place their products before Belgian purchasers and other 
visitors to the Exhibition. 

DUTCH EXHIBITION OF TRANSPORT 
VEHICLES, MATERIALS, ETC. 


In September next an Exhibition will be held at the 
Hague of motor-lorries, road-rollers, concrete mills and 
road materials on the occasion of the meeting of the 
I'irst Netherlands Congress. : 

The object of this Exhibition will be to provide a 
representation as full and complete as possible of the 
progress made in recent years in the means of trans- 
port, and in the construction of roads. 

The Exhibition will take place under the auspices of 
the First Netherlands Roads Congress, and the offices 
will be at 18, Park Street, The Hague. 











LAUSANNE SWISS FAIR. 

Further particulars of the forthcoming Swiss Agn- 
cultural and Alimentary Industries Fair to be held at 
Lausanne have now been received by the Department 
of Overseas Trade. : 

The Fair will be held from 11th to 26th September, 
participation being confined to Swiss firms. The daily 
hours of opening will be 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., the public 
being allowed in from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., and on Satur- 
days and Sundays. British buyers may secure a 
personal card, available for three days, by application 
to the Direction du Comptoir Suisse, 1, Escalier de la 
Grotte, Lausanne, not less than a fortnight before the 
I'air commences. 

There are 13 exhibiting groups in food production and 
23 in agriculture, covering every industry connected 
with the two sciences. | 





INTERNATIONAL LIVE STOCK EXHIBITION 
AT EUENOS AIRES. 

The Annual Exhibition of the Argentine Rural 
Society, which this year is to be of an international 
character, is to be held at Palermo. Buenos Aires, from 
4th to 12th September. 

_Certain space in the show grounds is allotted for the 
display of agricultural machinery and other farming 
specialities; and British manufacturers of these goods 
are urged to avail themselves of the excellent oppor- 
tunity afforded by the Exhibition, which has a world- 
wide reputation as being one of the best of its kind. 

Applications for space must be made to the Argentine 
Rural Society not more than six months or less than one 
month before 4th September. 
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Exhibitors will be entitled to make use of the space 
allotted them during the Show and Sale of Live Stock 
and Poultry, which will be held in October, and during 
the Fat Stock Competition, which will be held in 
November, without extra charge. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Buenos Aires has 
forwarded to the Department of Overseas Trade copies 
of the English edition of the programme and rules of 
the International Live Stock Exhibition, and these may 
be consulted at the Enquiry Room, Department of 
Qyerseas ‘Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, 


g.W. 1. 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
BoupiInc TRADES EXxHIBITION— 
April 10th-24th, at Olympia. 
y ExHIBITION— 
April 12th-25rd, at Royal Agricultural Hall, International 
ae Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria Street, 
PHOTOGRAPHIC Farr— 
April 16th-24th, at Horticultural Hall, Westminster. 
Organising Secretary, Sicilian House, Southampton Row, 
W.C.1. 





Business ExHIBITION— 
May 4th-15th, Royal Agricultural Hall. Address : 36-38, 
Whitefriars Street, E.C.4. 
Great WAR EXHIBITION— 
May 15th-Oct. 2nd. Address to Secretary, Crystal Palace. 
CanapDIAN Propucts EXHIBITION— 
June 3rd-17th, at Agricultural Hall, Islington. Address 
to 43, Essex Street, Strand, W.C.2. 
Asno EXHIBITION— 
ae een at Olympia. Address to 83, Pall Mall, 


Evers TimperR EXHIBITION— 

July 5th-17th, at Holland Park Skafing Rink, London, 
W.11. Organised: by Department of Overseas Trade. 
(See “Board of Trade Journal,” March 11th.) 

Ciorninec, Erc., ExHIBITION— 

July 5th-16th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, International 
Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., Broad Street House, Old Broad 
Street, E.C.2. 

INTERNATIONAL AERO EXHIBITION— 

July 9th-20th, 1920, at Olympia, organised by a joint 
Committee of the Society of British Aircraft Con- 
structors, Ltd., and the Society of Motor Manufac- 
turers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, S.W.1. 

Hatta EXHIBITION— 

July 19th-August 5th, at Bingley Hall, Birmingham. 
Organised by Royal Sanitary Institute, 90, Buckingham 
Palace Road, 8S.W.1. Entries by June 26th. 

Bor Scouts’ ExHIBITION— 

July 30th-Aug. 7th. 

Baxens’, CONFECTIONERS’, AND ALLIED TRADERS’ EXHIBITION— 
September 4th-10th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.4. 

Tas Macninp Too, AND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION— 

September 4th-25th, at Olympia. The Machine Tool 
Trade Association, Incorporated. Applications by July 
3lst to Secretary, Queen Anne’s Chambers, Tothill 
Street, Westminster, S.W1. 

Grocers’, Provision Deaters’ & ALLiep TRADERS’ ExHrsiTion— 
September 18th-24th, at Royal Agricultural Hall. Trades, 
Markets and Exhibitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.4. 

[eRNATIONAL SHOE AND LEATHER FarR— 

October 4th to 9th, at Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington. 
Organised by “The Shoe and Leather Record,” 40, Fins- 
bury Square, E.C.2, on behalf of The Shoe and Leather 
Fair Society, Ltd. 

iymeRNaTIONAL CoMMERCIAL Motor VEHICLE EXxHIBITION— 
October, 1920, at Olympia, organised by the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, 
London, 8.W.1. 

ATIONAL Motor EXHIBITION— 

November, 1920, at Olympia, organised by the Society of 
Motor Mannfacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall , 
London, S.W.1. 

Tmt Cyoxz asp Moror-Crorz SHow— 
November-December. 1920, at Olvmpia, organised by the 
Cycle and Motor-Cycle Manufacturers and Traders’ 

Union. T.td.. The Towers. Coventry. 

ATIONAL RUBBER EXHIBITION— 
London, June, 1921. 


OVERSEAS. 
Ams Horstnc ExHtrttion— 
By the Greek Ministrv of National Economy. Through- 
out the year. Apply to Le Ministre de |’Economie 
Nationale, Section de la Prevoyance Sociale, Athens. 
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Paris-INDUSTRIAL ArT SaLon— 
March to July. Provisional Office: 1, Rue de Heider, 
Paris (9e). 
Toxio Oversgzas ExPaNsion EXHIBITION— 
March 15th to June 7th. 
ALL AUSTRALIAN PEACE EXxHIBITION— 
March to May, Adelaide. 
Minan Farrn— 
Allied and Neutral, Industrial and Agricultural Fair, 
April 12th. Sixty stands reserved for British Exhibi- 
tors. Agents for British Empire, British Italian Cor- 
poration, Ltd., 12, Nicholas Lane, E.C.4. 
BrusseLs COMMERCIAL Fain — 
April 4th-2lst. Open to allied and neutral countries. 
Address :—Comité Directeur de la Foire Commerciale, 
Grand Place, Brussels. (See “Board of Trade Journal,” 
‘December 11th, 1919.) 
Baste Sampie Farm— 
April 15th-29th, at Basle. For Swiss goods only. 
NoBwWEGIAN INDUSTRIES FarR— 
Christiania, Spring, and Christiania Building Fair, April 
19th to May 3rd. 
ae 
pri th-May Ist. Apply to Breslauer Messe- 
Gesselschaft, on Ohiinie Bitases 87. 
AMSTERDAM IpEAL HomEs EXHIBITION— 
May Ist to June 7th. 
ANTWERP FETES— 
May to October. 
BaNDOENG FarR— 
May, 1920. (See ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,’’ December 
18th, 1919.) 
TURIN EXHIBITION— 
May 29th to June 30th. 
Venice Art EXHIBITION— 
Twelfth Exhibition of International Art, April 15th to 
October 3lst by Municipality at the Exhibition Palace. 
Address :—Ufficio di Segretaria dell Espozione (Muni- 
cipio), Venice. 
BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL FarrR— 
October 24th-3lst. Applications to La Direccion General 
de la Feria de Barcelona, Fernando 3 Barcelona. 
Litte INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
May-October. Organised by Corporation. 
Papua Sampite Farrn— 
June, 1920. Applications to :—la Camera di Commercio 
di Padova. 
LEMBERG AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY— 
June, and motor-plough competition, near Tarnopol. 
Apply to Exhibition Committee, Warsaw, Chmielna, 
No. 2, by April ist. 
BorRDEAUX TRADE F'ar— 
Fourth Annual Fair, June 5th-20th. 
SuUNDSVALL Farr— 
June 21st-27th. 
Lispav SaMpeLeE Farr— 
June, 
Hextsinerors Trape Far— 
June 27th-July 6th. Apply to the “Finska Mesean,” 
— See “Board of Trade Journal,’ January 


OsTERSUND EXHIBITION— 
July 2nd. (See “Board of Trade Journal,’’ February 5th.) 
Geneva. Swiss WatcH AND JEWELLERY Far— 
July 11th-25th, at Geneva. A National Fair. 
LinKopina (SwEDEN)— 
July 15th to Aug. 18th. 
Metz NATIONAL ExHIBITION— 
July 22nd to September 26th. 
Journal,” March 18th.) 
CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
Aug. 25th to Sept. 10th. 
PrRaGuveE Farr— 
September 5th to 28th. 
LAUSANNE. ALIMENTARY AND AGRICULTURE— 
September 11th-26th, 1920. 
Auu BritisH EXHIBITION— 
Singapore, September. 
CoppNHAGEN AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 
Early this year. Organised by the Association of 
Automobile Merchants of Denmark. (See ‘‘ Board of 
Trade Journal,” January 8th.) 
FRANKFORT INDUSTRIAL FarrR— ‘ 
Autumn. 
Swiss SAMPLE FarR— 
Lausanne. Autumn. 
SHANGHAI— 
Exhibition of American and Chinese products late in 


the year. 
TRADE TOURS. 
Trade Tours are under organisation by the D.O.T. as follows :— 
To the British Dominions, leaving in June. 
To South America, leaving late summer. 
To Far East, leaving in autumn. 
To U.S.A., leaving in winter. ‘Sips 
Full particulars may be had on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. 


(See “Board of Trade 








—— 































> ~~ <gee 


— og 


sen cenetita canines renee ne 


ceeeeedtintimeen ene ee a NS 


~awnedgnmnenmtensaghehibelacad ating laa 











488 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


APRIL 8, 1920. 


ce 





Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
WEEWKLY CABLE. 


The weekly cabled news from the Director-General of 
Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta, dated 3lst March, 1920, 
is as under : — 











SEASON. 
Rainfall nearly general in North-Eastern India and hills, 
United Province of Agra and Oudh. Local in Burma, Bihar, 
Central India, North-West Frontier, and Madras. 


Crops aND MARKETS. 

Crop conditions generally good. Bombay cotton market 
steady. Fully good broach, April-May, Rs.460, July-August, 
Rs.477. Piece-goods market more active with prices steady. 
Calcutta jute market very quiet. Quotations nominal with 
prices weakening. Hessians, improved tone with slight rise 
in prices. Heavy goods steady to firm with considerable 
business. 





AUSTRALIA. 
THE SUGAR CROP. 


It is estimated officially that the sugar production of 
Queensland for 1919 was about 155,000 tons. 

During the last six months of 1919 the weather was 
exceptionally dry, and the outlook for the current year was 
bad, the ratoon, or re-growth, crops making no progress, 
and the plant cane, though started, standing still. Summer 
showers and storms were of local value in places, but the 
monsoonal, or wet, season set in in good time, and now ex- 
cellent rains are reported. 

In 1917 an area less than that at present under crop for 
the 1920 crushing produced over 300,000 tons of sugar, or 
with New South Wales and Victoria, 30,000 tons above the 
official estimate of Australian consumption. Whether the 
official estimate of 280,000 tons as the Australian consump- 
tion is correct seems now open to review, in the face of the 
great increase in the production of jams, biscuits, confec- 
tionery, preserved milk, and other foodstuffs consuming 
sugar. 








FACTORIES IN NEW SOUTH WALES. 

The Government Statist of New South Wales shows in his 
Report that good progress has been made in the extension 
of factories in that State. The number increased in five 
years from 5,269 to 5,450, the increase furnishing employ- 
ment for 9,870 persons more than in 1914-15, when the 
numbers employed in factories were 116,611, comprising 
90,409 males and 26,202 females. 


INCREASES IN WAGES. 


An outstanding feature of the return is the increase in 
the amount represented as having been paid in wages in 
1918-19, the total sum so distributed in that period amount- 
ing to £17,029,829, as compared with £14,381,309 disbursed 
in the year 1914-15. The average wage paid to male adult 
workers advanced from £130 19s. 3d. in 1914-15 to £157 7s. 4d. 
in 1918-19, an advance of £26 8s. ld. There has since been 
a further all-round advance of 17s. following the Board of 
Trade’s decision upon the living wage. | 

VALUE oF OvTPpUrT. 

The output of the factories as a whole in 1914-15 was 
valued at £68,253,332; in 1916-17 it had increased to 
£85,944.320, and in 1918-19 to an estimated value of 
£104,778,697, or £36,525,365 greater than in the year 1914-15. 
The value of the land and buildings where the industries 
were carried on in 1918-19 was £22,093,772, and the value 
of the plant and machinery was £23,384,922. 





BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
POSSIBILITIES. 


(From the Final Report of the Economic Commission.) 

The Economic Commission which has been investigating 
market and other conditions in British East Africa specially 
emphasise the importance of the East African market to 
the United Kingdom. They state that the country is, and 
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must for long remain, in substance a land of primary 
production. 

Its comparative lack of concentrated water-powers, and 
probably of coal, its immense capacity for primary produp 
tion, its geographical position, and the nature of its peoples 
preclude it from any important manufacturing development 
in the immediate future. East Africa’s trade with the 
United Kingdom will persist in terms of complementary 
and non-competitive exchange of crude produce for finished 
manufactures. 

The importance to the United Kingdom of such a marke} 
therefore, cannot be truly measured by the gross sterling 
value of its exports and imports, since the actual export 
value of the crude produce secured by the United Kingdom 
in this exchange is but a fraction of the total wealth which 
the United Kingdom can by manufacture generate there 
from. 

PoPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF RESOURCES. 

Nor is it a question of waiting for the slow peopling of 
these great lands. The population needs but the requisite 
stimulative quota of whites and an adequate transport 
system to swell into a world-mart comparable with the 
century-old growths of the Dominions. 

A sum equivalent to about the cost of a week of war 
would construct an arterial system of docks, railways, lake. 
ferries, canals, and roads sufficient to bring East Africa’s 
remotest confines into connection with the sea; and it js 
difficult to imagine any part of this expenditure which 
would not promptly yield to the Empire, in added gros 
wealth production, cent. per cent. 

All this great territory, fertile, temperate, watered, and 
double-summered, is a ripe market, needing but amplifica- 
tion of the existing Uganda Railway to flood the United 
Kingdom with the things needed in exchange for the pro- 
ducts of the latter’s factories. 


CHARACTER OF TRADE WITH THE EMPIRE. 


East Africa’s real significance to the Empire lies in the 
fact that many of its main products, such as sisal, flar, 
coffee and cotton, are products for a supply of which the 
Empire depends mainly upon foreign sources; while other 
of East Africa’s products, such as maize, barley, hides and 
bacon, are supplementary to a present Imperial production 
insufficient for Imperial needs. 


IMPORTS AND Exports. 


The value of imports into the Protectorate in the financial 
vear 1913-14 totalled £2,147,937, towards which the British 
Empire sources contributed £1,343,434. In 1917 the total 
value was £2,809,681 (British Empire, £2,093,354). 

Exports from the Protectorate in 1913-14 were valued at 
£1,482,876, of which other parts of the British Empire took 
goods valued at £810,365. In 1917-18 total exports were 
valued at £1,741,939, of which merchandise valued at 
£1,632,785 was for Empire destinations. 

REVENUE AND SOURCES. 

The Revenue of the Protectorate, which amounted in 
the financial year 1913-14 to £1,123,798, and in 1917-18 to 
£1,368,329, is to the extent of about 85 per cent. derived 
from three principal sources, viz. :— 





1913-14. 1917-18. 
Per- Per- 
£ centage. £ centage. 
SE ana 546,173 AQ 650,941 48 
Licences, excise, and 
various internal 
revenues, includ- 
ing hut and _ poll . 
IN” — nutes 995 ,632 20 335,622 24 
SIND.  csavneuphaauals 158,637 14 170,510 13 
930,442 83 1,157,073 85 


The expenditure in 1913-14 amounted to €1.115,.899, and 


in the financial year 1917-18 to £1,490,571. 
ANIMAL PRropvcts. 


The Director of Agriculture estimates the number of 
cattle in the Protectorate at 1,943,000 head, and the number 
of sheep and goats at 3,515,000 head. ; 

The crossing of native stock with pure-bred importe 
sires has been attended with remarkable success. Theta 
a large and rapidly growing number of grade stock, bot 
cattle and sheep, owned by European farmers, ~~ 
already possess some of the qualities most valued 2 
breeders. 

PRODUCTION OF CEREALS. 


The native population lives mainly on varieties of Orbe 
produced in the country. Maize is the principal crop. 00 


Director of Agriculture estimates that no less than 2, 
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tons of maize are produced annually. There is in normal 
times a substantial export of maize. The returns of the 
District Officers indicate that at least 100,000 tons of other 
native crops, such as matama, wimbi, native beans, etc., 
are produced and consumed annually; but this figure is 
robably too low, as the returns are incomplete. Bananas, 
sweet potatoes, and sugar cane also are in many districts 
among the chief constituents of native diet. Local re- 
yirements in wheat, potatoes, rice, beans, peas, and other 
yegetables are wholly or partially met by local production. 
SUGAR. 

The West India Committee on Sugar has estimated that 
British East Africa should produce 500,000 tons of sugar 
a year. 

; THe Fruax Inpusrry. 

Flax is an infant industry of special importance to the 
United Kingdom because of the cessation of the supply 
from Belgium and Russia. It can be grown successfully 
in most parts of the Highlands. The quality of Kast African 
fax at this early stage, as proved by the markets, is little 
inferior to that of the Belgian. : 

The area under flax is believed to be about 4,000 acres. 
A much larger area would probably have been planted but 
for the difficulty in importing machinery. All that is 
wanting to enable Kast Africa in the near future to grow 
all the flax that can be required of her is increased white 
settlement and organisation of the labour supply. 


SISAL. 


There are over 20,000 acres under sisal. Planting is 
proceeding rapidly and the output of the country should 
gery soon be 15,000 tons per annum. 

OIL-SEEDS. 

Almost all known varieties of oil-seeds can be grown 
in this country ; but sim sim, or sesamum, is the only variety 
which has hitherto been raised on a large scale. Castor- 
seed, cottonseed, rapeseed and linseed as well as ground- 
nuts can also be grown, and the possibilities of the first- 
named especially, which it is understood, is proved to fur- 
nish the best lubricant for aeroplanes, depend, like those of 
sisal, upon the human factor only. 

WaTTLe Bark. 

Shipping difficulties have hitherto prevented this industry 
from yielding a profit. The establishment of extract fac- 
tories is under consideration and would solve the freights 
problem. The total area now under wattle is 11,000 acres, 
which should yield annually 44,000 tons of bark, or 17,600 
tons of tanning extract. This acreage could be multiplied 
many times. The industry requires very little labour, and 
its prospects are excellent. 

CITRUS AND OTHER I[RUITS. 


Lemons and limes of the highest quality are grown in 
most parts of the country with great success. There are 
possibilities in the manufacture of citric acid and citrate 
of lime and, perhaps, in the export of fresh fruit. A 
beginning has been made with the institution of factories, 
and the industry promises good commercial results. 

There is no limit to the possible production of bananas 
in East Africa, and great results may be expected from 
this fruit as soon as means have been adopted for con- 
verting it into marketable form otherwise than in perish- 
able condition. 

Nore —An article on the Commercial Future of British 
Fast Africa, dealing with overseas communications with that 
country, its railway facilities, banking and currency, the 
variety and extent of its timber resources, and the nature 
of its imports and exports, was published in the ‘‘Journal’’ 
of 18th September, 1919 (pp. 361-363). 





EUROPE. 


BELGIUM. 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL REVIVAL. 
(From the Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy.) 


BRUSSELS. 
Since the signature of the Peace Treaty the Belgian press 
as joined in the encouragement of every effort to assist in 
© restoration of normal conditions of trade in Belgium. 

nomic recuperation is now proceeding rapidly, and the 

“wing is a brief review of the position in some of the 


a industries of the country at the opening of the present 
ear, i 








THe METALLURGICAL INDUSTRIES. 


Prices were steadily rising because of the high cost of raw 
Materials, shortage of coal, and high salaries and wages. In 
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the steel foundries the output still failed to meet require- 
ments, and the demand for tool and construction steel was 
large. Nail and bolt factories had important orders on 
hand, and the tendency of business was towards further in- 
crease. 

RalLway EquIpMENT ORpDERs. 


In connection with the rolling stock no orders were being 
accepted for delivery under twelve months. The Belgian 
Government had ordered 100 locomotives from native 
builders. The price of these will amount to about 41,000,000 
francs, and delivery must be made 18 months after the con- 
firmation of the order. In addition, orders for 200 engines 
were expected to be placed with a British firm, for 50 with 
a Canadian firm, and for 100 others with a United States 
corporation. The British engines were to be for delivery by 
the end of June next. 

The railway authorities had also placed an order with 
Belgian manufacturers for 1,200 passenger coaches to be 
delivered within ten months. Tenders were also invited for 
42 new coaches for electric trains. These coaches are ex- 
pected to cost 250,000 francs each, will be made entirely of 
iron, and will hold about 100 passengers. They will be 21 
metres long. 


y } 
COMPARISON OF RECENT AND PrRE-War Propwction. 


The ‘‘Exportateur Belge’’ recently published the follow- 
ing table to show the progress towards recovery made in the 
metallurgical industries in Belgium : — 

Percentage 
Article. of pre-war output. 
Locomotives and steam engines 100 


weet ee eeeeeeeeeeene 


Rolling stock and railway material ............ 90 
Boiler making and copper smithing ............. 75 
ITIL ai iniadeniincchiencaiuidinnbaddit setpesineneaseunes 60 
Bolt making, wire drawing, and nail manu- 
IIT, - tecctidnnsdsiaeibaeinaaieel janes nina. 
Metal forging and stamping, and manu- 
TE Oe PI, isi vceseccescennescnssobons ~~ 
Manufacture of bicycles and automobiles ...... ats) 
I  eiitncacssucehcesicacdaceccestuanumiens —- we 
General mechanical production ................65. 7 
Filectrical COmStTUction — ..........ccccccecseccccnscssse 100 


Re-FirinG or Zinc OvENs. 
At Overpelt two zinc ovens containing 144 crucibles each 
have been re-fired, as well as two ovens for roasting blende 
and a system of lead chambers. 


GLASS, CHINA AND EARTHENWARE FactToRIzs. 


The situation in January in regard to the manufacture 
of glass was excellent, although production was still in- 
sufficient to satisfy demand. From the 18 ‘‘bassins’’ fired 
there was a monthly production of approximately 28,000,000 
feet, about 550 workmen being employed for each oven. 

The cost of raw material has increased enormously. Current 
production represents a value of 20,000,000 francs monthly, 
and it is estimated that the value of the glass exported 
exceeds 18,000,000 francs. Exports are chiefly to France, 
but a good many orders have lately been received from 
China, Japan, and South America. 


LAcK oF Sopium SULPHATE AND SUITABLE CoAL. 


One of the causes of the insufficiency of production is that 
there is a lack of sodium sulphate. There is also a scarcity 
of coal suitable for glass factories. Nevertheless, the ex- 
portation of plate glass has practically attained the pre- 
war basis, 

ConsTRUCTION MATERIALS. 


The demand for construction materials is steadily increas- 
ing, particularly from France and Holland. The production 
of cement is expanding, but manufacturers are finding diffi- 
culty in obtaining sufficient coal and are affected also by 
the lack of transport. 

TEXTILES. 


The recuperation of the textile industries is retarded by 
the lack of coal, and the scarcity and high price of raw 
material. Were it not for these difficulties many factories 
would be working on a pre-war basis, their machinery having 
been completely restored. The mills, however, are furnish- 
ing fully 80 per cent. of their, pre-war production, but the 
demand continues to exceed the supply. 


Fax. 


The recovery of the flax-spinning industry is being re- 
tarded by the lack of raw flax, of which it appears certain 
that a large quantity is being exported. Where the 
machinery is in good order manufacturers are greatly 
handicapped by the shortage of supplies. One large Ghent 


factory was, for this reason, producing at the end of 
January only 30 per cent. of its normal output, with 50 per 
cent. of its normal number of hands, the latter fact being 
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due to the shorter hours now worked in Belgium. (An 

article on the position in the Belgian flax industry was 

published in the ‘‘Journal’’ of 26th February, p. 310.) 
FISHERIES. 


An Anglo-Belgian company, recently formed for the ex- 
ploitation of sea fishing, and having its headquarters at 
Ostend, proposes, it is stated, to use motor fishing boats 
instead of the old sailing boats; they will return to harbour 
every 36 hours instead of at the end of a week. 

The plans for the creation of large herring fishing instal- 
Jations at Zeebrugge have been approved, An area of 15 
hectares has been allotted for these installations, and a new 
quarter will be constructed on the most modern lines. Many 
foreign firms have promised material and financial assist- 
ance, and all branches of the fishing industry will be 
represented. Large shops for the supply of provisions to 
the population and storehouses for wood, coal, and salt, will 
be constructed. 

The proceeds of the sale of fish at Ostend during the month 
of January were reported as 1,777,179 francs, of which 
806,148 francs were contributed by steam fishing boats and 
the rest by sailing boats. It is estimated that when the 
former are no longer obliged to coal in British ports the 
monthly sale of fish will exceed 2,000,000 francs. In spite 
of these figures, however, the situation of the fishing industry 
is not too flourishing owing to the lack of coal. 


THe Paper INpvusTRY. 


During the second half of the year 1919 this industry 
showed a marked improvement. The work of reinstating 
the factories which had been destroyed has been actively 
pursued, and the production has sensibly increased. The 
export of paper is slowly recommencing, but will not entirely 
attain its pre-war proportions until such time as the needs 
of Belgium herself can be satisfied. 


Furet ConsumptTIon. 


The consumption of coal by the railways exceeds the pre- 
war figures owing to the bad condition of the engines, in 
spite of the fact that fewer trains are in operation. Nearly 
200,000,000 francs worth of coal was bought in 1919. At the 
present time about 5,000 tons of fuel (coal and briquettes) 
are used daily for the service of the State Railways. New 
coke factories are to be erected in the Borinage district. 





SOUTH RUSSIA. 





BATOUM IMPORTS, OCTORER-DECEMBER, 


1919. 

The following is a summary of a statement of articles 
imported into Batoum from Ist October, 1919, to 31st 
December, 1919, inclusive, received from His Majesty’s 
Consul at that place: —- 








Poods. 
ai cathietatsaielsh talk cvcncuntanivousiuniaie 4,702 
I I a 396,361 
i aks iaatiaciitaeaelaes 22,455 
REIT eee SO aE ee nee ee eae 9,115 
Metals, minerals, chemicals ................... 107,710 
Woollens, cotton, clothing ..................... 9,221 
Crockery, pottery, glassware .................. 961 
DIT!) Jedicndiniciicarenasvcotianidipediine . 5,417 
i I TN iain ticenencasieenndceentes 31,387 
Miscellaneous manufactured goods ........... 27,514 

SPAIN. 
COMMISSION ON SUGAR SUPPLIES 


AND PRICES. 


By a Royal Order of 3rd March a special Commission has 
been appointed to fix the price of sugar, both for that of 
home manufacture and for imported sugar, and to arrange 
for the distribution of supplies. 

Representatives of Local Agricultural Committees are to 
have seats on the Commission, as well as producers of both 
beet and cane sugar, and members of the sugar industry 
in general. 

Declarations of the stocks of sugar existing on Ist March 
in all provinces were to be forwarded to the Ministry of 
Supplies by 10th ult. 
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SPAIN (Canary Islands). 
TRADING CONDITIONS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES. 

(From H.M. Consul.) 





TENERIFFE. 
It is satisfactory to note that in the revival of trade nog 
taking place in these Islands, the preference usually showy 
for English goods continues, and if supplies were more easy 
to obtain the volume of our trade would no doubt be much 
larger than it is. 
PREFERENCE FOR BritisH Goops 


Many things that buyers were compelled to import frog 
Spain during the war, the supply of which was formerly 
entirely in the hands ot British and German firms, such gy 
biscuits, confectionery, and canned goods, tinned plates 
hardware, earthenware, paints, varnishes, soft goods 
fancv articles, etec., are now being ordered fron 
the United Kingdom, apart from numerous other articles, 
such as chemicals for the fertiliser trade, potato seed, peat 
dust, cod fish, etc., which were not to be had in other 
countries during the war. 

Better prices and quality are the main reasons given for 
this preference for British goods, though better transport 
facilities and consequent quick deliveries also count. The 
existing social and labour troubles in Spain are also favour. 
ing British industries, especially as regards textiles, the 
orders for which are now going to Manchester and Bradford, 
as Barcelona is for the time practically closed down. 

The British are the only foreign colony of any size here, 
and control the principal coaling, shipping, and fruit-grow. 
ing concerns as well as most of the import trade, and this 
being the case we ought to be in a position to take advant 
age of any new developments in trade that take place. 


CoMPETITION oF LocaL or ForrIGN PRopvCTs. 


As regards local competition, this is practically non- 
existent, as there are no manufactories of any importance 
in the Islands. 

In the matter of motor cars, machinery, tools, and hard- 
ware, the United States is a competitor, and there is no 
doubt that the Americans are very anxious to extend their 
trade in the Islands, and their competition will require to 
be very carefully watched during the next few years. 

There are Germans here, and, attracted by the excellent 
climate and the openings for trade, their number is likely 
to increase as transport facilities improve. — Before the 
war the Germans occupied a very strong position here. They 
still own hotels in the Islands, several large plantations, coal- 
ing depéts (for which the first consignment of coal since the 
beginning of the war arrived from America in November), 
the local gas company, whose operations for the time being 
are suspended owing to lack of coal supplies, a meteoro- 
logical station, etc., and there is no doubt from signs 
that are already noticeable that they will make an effort 
to re-establish themselves. The present rate of exchange 
would, of course, help Germany if she were in a position ® 
export freely again. 

During the war when other markets were closed, Bar- 
celona developed a big trade here, and is now about the 
principal competitor, Cotton goods from Catalonia find 
a very ready market, and compare favourably as regards 
prices with supplies from Manchester. The quality of most 
of the goods is not perhaps as good as the Manchester 
articles, but the consumers in this market are, generally 
speaking, verv poor, and prices take precedence of quality. 
Spanish manufacturers are also accustomed to give extend 
credit, whereas British manufacturers are most reluctant 
to do so. The language and racial sympathies are also @ 
favour of trade with Spain. ag 

It would assist us if more catalogues and advertising 
matter were available in Spanish, and samples and quota- 
tions arranged in pesetas and centimos, which is what 
local merchants require, were more readily obtainable from 
British firms. 

METHODS OF BUSINESS. 


The method of payment usually adopted by British _ 
is cash against documents, and as no other expor nd 
countries are, so far as is known, allowing credit, this met 
as yet constitutes no drawback to trade. of 

British firms would be represented with most chance : 
success by placing their business in the hands of pre 
and demanding from them in exchange for the exclus 


right of sale the obligation not to handle the same or ar 
There are several § 

g an intimate 
of business; 


products of other manufacture. 
English importing houses here possessin 
knowledge of the language, of Spanish ways 














ey ce teed ah of ane 


“= «A 








Tom 
erly 
h as 
ates, 


from 
cles, 
peat 
ther 


. for 
port 
The 
our: 
the 
‘ord, 


1eFe, 
row- 
this 
ant- 


non- 
ance 


ard- 
; nO 
‘heir 
et 


(lent 
kely 

the 
They 
coal 
: the 
per), 
eing 
0F0- 
igns 
ffort 
ange 
n to 


Bar- 
the 

find 
ards 
most 
aster 
rally 
ity. 
nded 
tant 
0 in 


ising 
1ota- 


From 











Aprit 8, 1920. 





THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 














491 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —eontinued. 





and of local conditions, and for successful trading here these 


qualifications are indispensable. 


In addition to the appointment of agents locally, regular 
periodical visits should be made on behalf of the firms repre- 
sented to stimulate business and keep the local agents and 
Experience shows 


buyers informed of new developments. 
that such visits, when made the most of by the local agents, 
are invaluable in securing business, 





SWEDEN. 


ASSOCIATION OF PITPROP EXPORTERS. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 





STOCKHOLM. 

About 80 per cent. of the Swedish pitprop exporters have 
formed an association, with a view to protecting their 
interests. One of the decisions of this Association has been 
to refuse the sale of pitprops to be measured in the United 
Kingdom by the Customs, or by the buyers. The only 
measuring that will be accepted must be done in the port 
of shipment, 

The Swedish Association has also opened negotiations 
with Norwegian and Finnish exporters of pitprops with a 
view to their taking similar steps. 





NEAR EAST. 
TURKEY. 


ANTI-PROFITEERING SUPPLY 
ORGANISATION. 
(From the British High Commissioner.) ° 
CONSTANTINOPLE. 

The Turkish Government, at the instigation of the Allied 
Food Control Commission, have entered into a contract with 
a French company, Corre Gourgaud et Cie, for the purpose 
of combating profiteering and the high prices of living. 

This contract grants to the company the right of sale at 
cheap prices of certain essential foodstuffs and other articles 
of first necessity, reserving for themselves a commission of 
7 per cent., and the arrangements are to be supervised by 
the Allied Food Control and the Turkish Government. 

The Turkish Government agree by this contract to pro- 
vide free of rent and taxes, for a period of one year, sites 
for the erection of booths for the purposes of such sale. If 
after nine months from the date of the opening of these 
booths, and if this scheme has succeeded in reducing prices 
20 per cent. below those extant in retail shops, the Govern- 
ment will grant a further lease for one year on the same 
terms. 

Several British firms were unofficially offered this contract, 
but none was found willing to take the matter up. 











NOTES ON PRODUCTION AND 


COMMERCE. 

The area sown up to the end of December in the Province 
of Adrianople covered 60,000 hectares, of which the greater 
part was barley and wheat. The work in the fields is being 
actively continued, and if the more or less calm situa- 
tion reigning in Greek reinstated villages continues, satis- 
factory results are anticipated. The vineyards which had 
been abandoned owing to emigration, etc., should regain 
their former importance. 


Imports AND Exports oF ADRIANOPLE PROVINCE. 
Imports have continued to increase, the month of 
December showing £7T155,000, as against £T120,000 in 
November. On the other hand, exports have diminished 
notwithstanding the important stocks of wool, hides, 
tobacco, and brooms which are available. December export 
values are barely £T200,000, of which tobacco was for 
£T100,000, and cheese £730,000; in November exports 
amounted to £T350,000, tobacco figuring at £T200,000, 
cheese £T80,000, and hides £730,000. 
The stocks at the end of December were as follows :— 
Cereals, 1 million kilos. 
Broom, 1 million kilos. 
Tobacco, 700,000 kilos. 
Wool, 80 per cent. black and 20 per cent. white, 
__ 150,000 kilos, 
Hides (cows and ox), 25,000 pieces. 
Hides (sheep and goats), 10,000 pieces. 


ie Roposto PROVINCE. 
Climatic conditions have been favourable to the cultiva- 


tors, allowing them to sow both barley and wheat during 


®autumn, but the coming crop will not be very abundant 
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owing to the lack of workmen and cattle. The price of 
cereals having considerably increased, all holders of stocks 
have realised great profit. 

ADABAZAR. 

Cultivators generally seem pleased with developments. 
Lhe majority of the agricultural products which constitute 
the exports of this district have been sent away to Con- 
stantinople, and if the means of transport were more 
adaptable the whole would have been exported before. 

DAMAGE To MULBERRY AND Otive TREEs. 

The agricultural situation in Broussa seems to be slightly 
improving, but the area sown this year will not increase 
greatly owing to the want of manual labour. The damage 
done to the mulberry trees, of which only 40 per cent. now 
exist, can only with great difficulty be repaired unless, as 
it is suggested, the Ottoman Public Debt pays a premium 
on each new plantation, and even then it would require 
two to three years to be done. 

The poor results foretold of the olive and tobacco crop 
are being realised. The olive trees are suffering to a great 
extent from a blight which is manifested by a quantity of 
worms which attack both leaves and fruit. In 1918 the 
tobacco crop amounted to 1,500,000 kgs.; this year it will 
barely reach half that amount. 

Important transactions are stated to have taken place 
recently in silk and tobacco, and the stock of silk has con- 
siderably decreased in consequence. 


TREBIZOND. 


The total tobacco crop of Trebizond is 25,000 kilos of poor 
quality. The platina crop is 280,000 kilos, also of poor 
quality. 

A representative of a British mining combine has been 
investigating mines in this district. The French are also 
reported to be sending agents to collect information. 


TRANSPORT DIFFICULTIES IN KUTSHIA AND Esk1-CHEHIR. 


In comparison with last year the area cultivated in 
Kutshia shows an increase of 20 per cent. More than half 
the cultivated lands are sown with corn. 

The lack of railway wagons is being increasingly felt; 
the exports of December amounted to £T40,000 (half of 
which is corn), against £T75,000 for November. 

In Eski-Chehir 25 per cent. more land was sown than last 
year. The difficulty in procuring transport reduced exports 
from £T331,000 in November, to £T270,000 in December. 

Harvest Prospects 1N ANGORA. 

Climatic conditions, as well as a larger number of work- 
men, are the principal causes for a greater area of cultiva- 
tion, and everything points to a better harvest than for 
many years past. | 

The economic situation, however, has greatly suffered 
owing to the suspension of the railway, the cost of cart hire 
from Angora to Eski-Chehir for transport of merchandise 
heing prohibitive. 





AFRICA. 


MOROCCO. 


CORK CUTTING IN THE 
FOREST. 
(From H.M. Vice-Consul.) 








MAMORA 


RABAT. 

As a result of two dry years, viz., 1918 and 1919, condi- 
tions in the Mamora Forest regarding cork-producing trees 
are somewhat critical. 

A concession was granted to a cork grinder for 1919, 1920, 
and 1921, after open competition by tender, to ‘‘demascler’’ 
(remove the cork from) 400,000 trees and transport it to 
his grinding mill at Kenitra. 


Drovenut, Fire anp INSECT. 


At the time of granting this concession the Woods and 
Forests Department were under the impression that they 
would have about 800,000 to 1,000,000 trees to ‘‘demascler.’’ 
Now, however, owing to the drought referred to, about 50 
per cent. of the trees cut are dying or have died, and have 
to be cut right down. To this must be added the disastrous 
etfect of several forest fires caused by sparks from engines 


on the railway, and several plagues of caterpillars 
(chenilles), The result is that the greatest caution has to 


be exercised to preserve the forest, and this caution can 


only be exercised on what remains after the 400,000 trees 


for which the concession has been granted have been 


deducted, that is to say, from 100,000 to 200,000 trees. The 
concessionaire only looks to the amount of male cork which 
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he can obtain during the three years of his concession ; while 
the Department has to look after the future production of 
the forests in their care, in female cork, tan, charcoal, etc. 

But in one way this forced cutting-down of dead or 
dying trees has not been an unmixed misfortune, owing 
to the great shortage of charcoal in Morocco, which has 
been made good by the cutting-down of far more trees 
than had been intended. 

PROSPECTS OF THE INDUSTRY. 


It would seem that no new concessions to cut male cork 
may be expected before 1922. Then, if circumstances permit 
of any concession being granted, the various lots will be 
put up to public tender, notice of a month to six weeks 
being given in newspapers and by public announcements 
in the towns, markets, etc. 

lt is thought that at present there is not much room for 
more than one grinding mill in this district, owing to the 
limited amount of cork available. 





ASIA. 


JAPAN. 
SUGAR PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION. 


The Department of Agriculture and Commerce in Tokyo 
has issued statistics of the production and consumption of 
sugar in Japan proper during the years 1917-18. In i918 
the output of the nine existing factories amounted to 
424,017,000 kin, valued at 75,935,000 yen, as compared with 
390,704,000 kin, valued at 66,364,000 yen in 1917. 

According to a Japanese authority, Japan, before the 
war, consumed annually 5,400,000 piculs, but her consump- 
tion at present averages 8,000,000 piculs (about 3,000,000 
Bastard, 2,400,000 piculs Centrifugal and 2,600,000 piculs 
Refined) yearly. 

Exports are limited to refined sugar, sugar candy and a 
small quantity of sweetmeats, but these, particularly in the 
case of candy, are gradually increasing. In 1915, 1,165,000 
piculs of refined sugar and 1,000 piculs of sugar candy were 
exported, these quantities increasing in 1917 to 2,209,000 
piculs refined and 37,000 piculs candy. Exports for 1918 
were 1,909,000 piculs refined and 50,000 piculs candy, and 
it has been estimated that those for 1919 amounted to 
1,139,000 piculs refined and 44,000 piculs candy, the de- 
crease being attributed to the boycott movements in China, 
which country receives the greater part of Japan’s sugar 
exports. Shipments were made to England and France, 
however, and in this way the portion which was not taken 
by China was diverted into other channels. 

In view of the fact that 70 per cent. of the total quantity 
of sugar consumed in China is imported from Japan, and 
that exports to that country are bound to increase as the 
consumption of sugar increases, it follows that the sugar 
refining industry in Japan is capable of further large de- 
velopment. 

(1 kin = 1-323 Ib. avoir.; 1 picul = 133} |b. avoir.) 











UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
THE PORTLAND CEMENT INDUSTRY. 


The following estimates, compiled by the United States 
Geological Survey Department of the Interior, indicate that 
the production and shipments of Portland cement in 1919 
increased 13 and 21 per cent, respectively, over those in 
1918, and that the stocks decreased 52 per cent., so that at 
the end of 1919 less than 5,000,000 barrels of Portland 
cement was in stock at the mills. 

The Portland cement industry was set back considerably 
in 1918, when war restrictions reduced the shipments from 
90,703,474 barrels shipped in 1917 to 70,915,508 barrels, but 
it is now regaining its lost ground. Early in 1919 the 
business was even poorer than in 1918, and practically all 
the increase reported was made during the latter part of 
1919, so that 1920 started with favourable prospects for 
the cement industry. During 1919 the shipments from some 
mills were limited by the lack of freight cars. 

The increase in the value of the cement shipped in 1919 
over that shipped in 1918 was about 28 per cent. 

The shipments of Portland cement in 1919 amounted to 
85,485,000 barrels, valued at 144,461,000 dols.: the produc- 
tion amounted to 80,287,000 barrels; and the stocks at the 
mills at the end of the year amounted to 4,976,000 barrels. 
One new plant produced Portland cement in 1919. The total 
number of plants that produced cement in 1919 was 110, 
and the total number of plants that shipped cement was 113. 
The average factory price per barrel for Portland cement 
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in bulk in individual States in 1919 ranged from 1.57 dols. 
in Kansas to 2.03 dols. in Utah. The average factory price 
for the whole country in 1919 was 1-69 dols., an increase 
ot only 6 per cent. over 1918. 

The exports of hydraulic cement from the United States 
in 1919 amounted to 2,463,689 barrels, valued at 7,516,019 
dols., or 3-05 dols. per barrel; increases of about 9°27 and 
l6 per cent. respectively over 1918. 

“United States Geological Survey Press Bulletin,’’ Feb. 
ruary, 1920. ‘ 





LATIN AMERICA, 
CHILE. 


IMPORTS INTO ANTOFAGASTA, COQUIMBO 
AND IQUIQUE. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 








ANTOFAGASTa. 
The following figures, covering roughly the first ten 
months of 1919, afford an interesting comparison of the 
chief imports into Antofagasta from the United Kingdom 
and the United States of America :— 
Values given are in Chilian gold dollars of 18d. 


United Unitea 

Kingdom. States, 

Dols. Dols. 

ET scicenscditvesstosmisccieasrenins 440,633 6,854 (22 

Brectrical material = ......csccccosccccescs 4,300 1,101,809 

ELE dadcoduncdatsvebbinniepenesiase 103,478 787 89%) 
Steel bars, plates, etc., unmanu- 

| ae 66,982 O48, 239 

| duc eianduiadeuntintinaiohannninmmmnahiin 15,594 189,436 

i nna ee 35,390 427 458 

SN IN: sasictisnesnssinvinctecssvasvestcin 163,469 15,700 

I Rn ciudicidceeniansninanmmmedes 306,648 1 322,755 


From the above few examples it will be noticed that 
imports from the United Kingdom compare most unfavour- 
ably with those of the United States, but it is only fair 
to add that about 70 per cent. of the machinery and electrical 
material passed through the Customs was consigned to the 
Chile Exploration Company, an United States electrolytic 
copper concern in the interior of Antofagasta Province, and 
the Andes Copper Company of Potrerillos, Chanaral, also 
a United States concern. 

Iron AND STEEL. 

As to steel piping, which is also a large item, a great part 
of the consignments have been for the American companies. 
With regard to steel bars and plates in rough condition, 
merchants have had considerable difficulty in obtain- 
ing their requirements from the United Kingdom, and as 
so many of the nitrate oficinas have been closed during the 
year, a considerable amount of repair work has been done 
for which it has been necessary to obtain the material from 
the United States. This was formerly received from the 
United Kingdom, while the cheaper qualities of soft steel 
and iron came from Belgium. 


CEMENT. 


Quotations received from the United Kingdom for cement 
have, as a rule, during the year been higher than those 
ruling from the United States, and a great quantity of 
cement has been received from the latter source, including 
some from California. Before the war very little cement 
was imported from the United States. It was chiefly 
brought out from Belgium, Denmark, and Germany, this 
being due, no doubt, to the cheaper freights of the German 
steamship lines. 


Soar. 


It is a matter of gratification that in spite of the many 
difficulties experienced by United Kingdom manufacturers 
and shippers, imports from them greatly exceeded those 
from other sources. 

Coat AND CoKE. 

With regard to coal, practically all the requirements for 
steam purposes imported into this Province have been 
Pocahontas or New River coals, which, since the wat, 
have replaced Cardiff and other Welsh coals. Patent fuel, 
however, has been imported from the United Kingdom by 
the Antofagasta (Chile) and Bolivia Railway Company 4 
circumstances allowed. Smithy and anthracite coal from 
the United Kingdom has also been received as licences wel 
obtained, in small quantities. English coke for foundry re 
and copper-smelting furnaces has always been preferred, 
but this again has only been received in small quantities, 
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as licences permitted, with the consequence that a great 
deal has had to be imported from the United States. 
CHILE COAL REPLACES AUSTRALIAN COAL. 

National coal, which, before the war, was rarely used in 
the north, has been brought up from the south in quite 
considerable quantities, and has replaced the Australian 
coals which were formerly imported. 


IMPORTS INTO COQUIMBO. 


The articles of import in demand throughout the district 
served by Coquimbo port are chiefly, as far as the United 
Kingdom is concerned, given in the order of their respect- 
tive importance, as tollows :— 

(a) Textiles, such as gunny bags, cottons, woollens, hosiery, 
dress and fancy goods; (b) iron and steel bars, sheets, pipes, 
ironmongery, cutlery, hardware, and wire: (c) building 
materials, cement, sanitary appliances, and wallpaper; (d) 
furniture, 1.e., bedsteads and steel-wire mattresses, oil- 
cloth; (e) paints, varnishes, and oils. 

Exports FRoM CoguIMBo. 

Conditions governing the mining industry having been 
disturbed by the war, the output of both ore and the manu- 
factured metals (copper and a small quantity of the precious 
metals) have been deflected largely to the United States. 
Thus the products left over are reduced to hides, skins, 
honey, wax, Algarrobilla seeds, and dried fruits, the last- 
named mostly going to Peru. Of the agricultural produce 
there is no surplus for export. 

The following figures show the movement of goods during 
the three quarters ended 30th September, 1919, as com- 
pared with that of the same period of 1918 :— 


Imports. lixports. 
1918. 1919. L918. 1919. 
£ £ £ £ 
Great Britain and 
Dependencies 77,010 75,200 8.360 17,825 
United States ....... 77,400 145,255 114,950 111,005 
dig ER ee 41,705 81,090 4,385 6,230 
Other countries ...... 32,885 22.480 825 3,555 
229,000 324,025 128,520 138,615 


— ee Qe SS GP ee ——————— a -—— 


TRADE OF IQUIQUE. 

British imports are steadily increasing each month, but 
are still much below pre-war figures. The United States 
have, during war years, enormously increased their exports 
to Iquique, and are now much ahead of any other country. 
Japan is also a keen competitor in many articles. Anything 
like precise statistics are not obtainable, but it would seem 
that British exports to [quique now occupy third place, the 
United States holding the first, and Peru the second 
positions. Imports from the last-named country are 
principally sugar, rice, oil, ete. 

Several Chilian firms have refused to take delivery of 
merchandise ordered from abroad and have sought postpone- 
ment of drafts, ete., since the cessation of hostilities. As 
trade has been almost stagnant in the north of Chile for 
many months, owing to the lack of demand for nitrate, many 
firms have without doubt been hardly hit, and have not 
been able to meet their obligations when due. Now that 
Many nitrate mines are restarting, however, and the trade 
outlook is much brighter, these drawbacks should disappear. 





COLOMBIA. 


PROSPECTS OF BRITISH TRADE. 
(From H.M. Minister.) 





Bocota. 

After passing through a grave financial crisis owing to 
a falling off of revenue during the war, Colombia is now 
entering upon an era of comparative prosperity. 

The main sources of her revenue in the past have been 
the Customs receipts, but as imports tended to become more 
and more reduced as the struggle continued and the scarcity 
of tonnage caused a general shrinkage of foreign trade, 
her national income fell away to such a point that even the 
salaries of public officials got into arrears. Recourse was 

ad to various financial expedients to tide over the crisis, 
and the Government succeeded in carrying on until the 
termination of hostilities in Europe brought a revival of 
trade. 

ReEviIvaL oF TRADE. 


This revival has been most marked from the beginning 
of the second quarter of 1919. A great demand, principally 
from the United States of America, sprang up for the 
Principal products of Colombia, such as coffee and cattle, 
and the high prices obtained have caused a steady flow of 
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money to set in towards this country, with the result that 
the purchasing power of consumers is largely increased and 
there is a general enquiry for all kinds of manufactured 
goods. 

For some time importers were inclined to hold off in 
the expectation that values would gradually fall, and stocks 
in the warehouses remained at a low level. Before many 
months, however, it was realised that, owing to the world 
scarcity of raw materials, prices, instead of falling, were 
tending ever upwards, and importers commenced to place 
their orders for foreign manufactures wherever these were 
obtainable. 

The principal source of supply was, of course, the United 
States, which not only had a certain quantity of goods avail- 
able, but also were in an exceptionally favourable position 
as regards shipping. The United Kingdom undoubtedly 
suffered severely from the total disorganisation of its 
shipping services, and buyers hesitated to place orders when 
the vessels in which the goods were to be shipped were 
liable at any moment to be directed elsewhere. 

War TraprE SHRINKAGE. 

The following tables will give an idea of the shrinkage in 

and displacement of trade caused by the war:--— 


1913. 1918. 
Metric Metric 

Imports. Tons. Dols. Tons. Dols. 

ae 158,800 28,500,000 04,637 22,000,000 
United Kingdom 29,500 7,800,000 5,800 5,900,000 
United States 79,000 = 7,600,000 39,000 12,500,000 
ES, pie cddtlibaiatinies 3,500 717,000 1,560 — 1,120,000 
ere 3,300 4,400,000 340 700,000 
Germany .......... 26,000 4,000,000 one ome 
SIN © shssccasenecis 3,200 = 500,000 — — 
Pe a --- 1,950 327 ,000 


I'rom the above it will be seen that the imports in 1918, 
as compared with the pre-war year 1913, shrank to about 
one-third of their former volume. Unfortunately, the 
official statistics do not classify the various imports in 
detail, so that it is not possible to follow the displacement 
of any one class of manufacture; but the reductions of 
British imports is seen to be chiefly in coal, agricultural 
and mining machinery, wines, spirits, etc., glass and china, 
drugs and chemical products, electrical goods, rolling stock, 
and metal manufactures (both practically ceased), and 
textiles, which are reduced to one-third. 

The United States, although they failed to maintain their 
former exports, nevertheless succeeded in supplying con- 
siderable quantities of goods, and have tried to lay the 
foundations of future trade in many new lines. 

PRINCIPAL IMPORTS. 

Below is a brief résume of the principal imports into 
Colombia : — 

PROVISIONS AND Foopstvrrs. 

Apart from wheat and rice and such-like staple foods 
which are imported for consumption in the coastal regions, 
there is some demand for hams and canned fish, which come 
from the United States; biscuits, sauces, olives, olive oil, 
lard, and bacon. The milling of flour is a local industry, as 
is also the production of salt, which is mined from certain 
Government deposits in the interior and also obtained by 
evaporation on the Pacific Coast. 

WInes, Sprrits AND BeErER. 

There is always a good demand for these, notwithstanding 
the colossal prices, aggravated by prohibitive inland 
freights and unchecked pilfering, which they have attained. 
As regards beer, however, there are several local breweries 
which do a large business. 


AGRICULTURAL AND MINING MACHINERY. 


Imports in 1913 amounted to 2,675 tons, valued at 500,000 
dols., and the reduction in volume in 1918 was but slight. 
Most of the British share in this trade has been transferred 
to the United States, although as regards mining machinery 
they previously had the major part. Mining is developing 
with some rapidity, and the .market is worth attention. 
British coffee machinery has usually been popular in 
Central American countries. 


TEXTILE MACHINERY. 


There are a number of cotton mills in different parts of 
the country, and the machinery in use is mostly British; 
but there are no separate figures available as to actual 
imports. It behoves British manufacturers to keep in touch 
with their original customers so as to be ready for repeat 
orders. 

HarpwaRE. 


The United States are said to have had the monopoly of 
this market of late years, and many complaints have been 
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heard of the quality of the goods. Such articles as hoes, 
machetes, and shovels, used largely to be supplied from 
the United Kingdom, although the total sales were un- 
important. Carpenters’ tools, axes and saws, come mostly 
trom the United States. Enamelled ware which used to be 
sent by Germany is now supplied by the United States, and 
appears to be of a very inferior quality. 

British boilers, engines, and pumps, have always enjoyed 
a high reputation, although in many cases the American 
articles have succeeded in superseding them owing to their 
lower selling prices. 

LocoMoTives aNp RoLuine Stock. 

The railways in Colombia are either State-owned or 
British, and the material has in the past come principally 
from the United Kingdom or the United States. As it is 
understood that British manufacturers cannot at present 
either compete in price or offer early delivery, it is un- 
likely that they will secure orders from the State Railways 
at present. The imports in 1913, which probably include 
every kind of traction, automobiles, and other vehicles, 
amounted to 11,000 tons, valued at 1,200,000 dols., three- 
fourths of which were imported from the United States. The 
British share in 1918 was practically nil. 

AUTOMOBILES. 

Motoring in Colombia develops but slowly owing to the 
lack of roads. In Bogota there are but some 200 cars, 
nearly all of which are American, and the majority of these 
are of the cheaper class. Shipping and railway transport 
are so high that most people are contented with Ford and 
similar cars, the charges on these from the United States 
amounting to about 600 dols. The actual duties are 
insignificant. 

ELectTrRicaL MACHINERY, ETC. 


This branch of trade was formerly divided between 
Germany and the United States, the United Kingdom con- 
tributing but a small part. The pre-war imports were 
worth some 320,000 dols. only, but the trade was expanding 
rapidly. It is now an American monopoly. An important 
British company has just decided to establish an agency 
in Bogota, with a depot in Barranquilla, whence material 
can be transferred to any point in the Republic. This 
business should be capable of considerable expansion. There 
is undoubted scope for the establishment of plants on coffee 
estates and mining properties, and there is no reason why 
Britigh fittings should not supersede some of the low-grade 
ores at present sold here. It is believed, however, that 
British electric lamps (bulbs) cannot at present compete 
with the American article. In Bogota there is a British 
telephone company which imports British material when 
possible ; but it is understood that American telephones have 
been sold in other parts of the Republic. 


Drvues, MEDICINES, AND CHEMICAL PrRopvwctTs. 


Imports of these were valued at nearly a million dols. in 
1913, half of the total coming from the United States and 
about one-fourth from the United Kingdom. During the 
war the United States have supplied the deficiency from 
other countries. There is always a large sale for patent 
medicines, notwithstanding the heavy duties payable. 

TEXTILES. 

Under this group appears to be included everything in 
the way of cotton, woollen and linen goods, and the value 
of the imports constituted, in 1913, 40 per cent. of the 
total import trade of the country. The quantities imported 
have since dropped to about one-half of their pre-war level, 
with the result that local factories have greatly increased 
their production and intensified their hold on the market. 
Grey domestics and drills are the principal manufactures 
of the cotton mills. Underwear is also produced locally. 
Nearly all the local productions are of a quality suitable for 
the lower classes, and they will no doubt in many cases 
compete successfully with imported goods. The principal 
imports are yarns, prints, bleached and unbleached piece- 
goods and drills. There is a great revival in the import 
trade in cotton goods, and this is one of the few lines 
which have been properly canvassed by travellers. Import- 
ant orders have been booked, although there may be diffi- 
culty as regards delivery. 

Guass, CHINA AND EARTHENWARE. 


Germany and France were formerly responsible for the 
greater part of this trade. In 1918 the market was almost 
entirely supplied by the United States. The general taste 
of the goods on sale in the shops is very poor, and, if only 
from the esthetic point of view, it is to be hoped that 
France and the United Kingdom may soon send some of 
their products. There are local manufactories of glass and 
earthenware goods, which for the most part produce articles 
inferior both in design and colouring. 








—. 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE —continued. 





Prosvects ror Britisn TRADE. 

Local markets are still bare of stocks, and the tradj 
community generally is capable of absorbing large quant. 
ties of goods. As mentioned elsewhere, there is a great 
demand for Manchester goods, and large orders have bee, 
placed. With regard to iron and steel manufactures, hard. 
ware, and so torth, our competitors have of late beg, 
almost monopolising the supply. Owing to the comparatiyg 
absence of competition in these lines by British houses 
Colombian importers have been compelled in many instances 
to accept commodities of which the quality has given rig 
to considerable complaint among native customers; and if 
our manutacturers are now in a position to export, a ready 
market is awaiting them. 

The American method is to canvass for local needs } 
means of commercial travellers, and this is the only way 
in which the idiosyncrasies of the natives can be studied, 
American financial groups also are constantly sending out 
agents to investigate the possibilities of the country with 
reference to important engineering work, construction of 
railways, etc., and this business cannot be successfully 
undertaken except by persons on the spot prepared to give 
time and trouble and to ingur the necessary expense to 
reconcile all the conflicting interests involved. Any British 
engineering houses or other groups interested in such work, . 
if they do not care to send representatives to study condi. | 
tions locally, should appoint real live agents with ap 
intimate knowledge of the necessities of the country and 2 
having access to political as well as commercial circles, who : 
will report at once any new developments in their own line, 
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NICARAGUA. 


IMPORTS FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM 
AND THE UNITED STATES. 

According to a Consular Report received by the British 
Minister at Guatemala the British have lost ground in 
Nicaragua in the textile trade, owing, apart from war con- 
ditions, to the closer proximity of the United States and 
better facilities for delivery, to cheaper freights from that 
country, and to the fact that the Americans can now turn 
out certain articles as cheaply as United Kingdom manvt- 
facturers. 

The following are the principal lines which American 
competition has most affected : — 

Unbleached cotton piece-goods (Mantas). 
Bleached cotton piece-goods (Bogotanas). 
Printed calicoes (Zarazas),. 

Cotton voiles (EKtaminas). 

Fancy dress goods (Géneros de fantasia). 
Cotton suitings (Dril de Algodon). 

American competition is most to be feared in plain woven 
cotton cloths, weighing more than 8 kilos per 100 square 
metres, and in those woven of double or twisted yarns 
weighing above 10 kilos per 100 square metres. Cloth made 
from finer yarns should not be affected to the same extent. 

BritisH SHARE OF Cotton Goops TRADE. 

Of the total imports of cotton goods during the three 
years previous to hostilities, the share of the United King- 
dom was 46 per cent., and of the United States 28°8 per 
cent. During the war period 1915 to 1917 the share of the 
United Kingdom fell to 26:5 per cent., while that of the 
United States rose to 63 per cent. The American increase 
over pre-war trade was thus 70-6 per cent., and the British 
decrease 55 per cent. 





WOooLLENs 
In woollens a comparison of the pre-war with the war 
trade of the two countries shows the United Kingdom shares 
as 47 per cent. and 37-6 per cent. respectively, and the 
United States shares 10-7 per cent. and 47 per cent. respec 
tively, or an increase of 85°4 per cent, to the Americans, 
and a loss to British trade of 66:2 per cent. 


MACHINERY 





AGRICULTURAL 
IMPORTS. 


The United States have always been the principal sup- 
pliers of machinery to Nicaragua, owing chiefly to the 
many American interests held in the country, states the 
British Consul-General at Guatemala City in his Report 00 
Trading Conditions in Central America. In_pre-war times 
70 per cent. of imports of ploughs, windmills, cultivators, 
etc., were obtained from the United States, and 20 ae 
cent. from the United Kingdom. The war period ines 
the share of the former country to 94 per cent. ont 
creased that of the United Kingdom to 4 per cent. 1 919 
value of imports during the pre-war period was 0*, 
dollars, and during the war period 934,076 dollars. 
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Finance and Banking. 





CHINA. 
PROPOSED MINT FOR SHANGHAI. 


The Foreign Exchange Bankers’ Association has submitted 
a memorandum to the Chinese Ministry of Finance giving 
its views on the proposal which is believed to be under the 
consideration of the Chinese Government to open a Mint in 
Shanghai. The memorandum has been presented as the 
result of a resolution which was passed at the recent con- 
ference at Shanghai of the British Chambers of Commerce 
in China. The memorandum puts forward the following sug- 
gestions to the Chinese Government should they decide to 
give effect to the resolution. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

(1) The Mint should be established within easy distance 
of the business centre of the International Settiement of 
Shanghai, and should be under the direct control of the 
Central Government. 

(2) The control should be vested in the hands of a Chinese 
Director-General, with a Foreign Associate Director-General. 

To ensure uniformity of coinage and proper workmanship, 
also the efficient handling of silver tendered to the Mint, it 
would be necessary to employ two foreign Assayers, three 
Inspectors, and one Accountant. 

[Note..—_When the Japanese Government first began mint- 
ing coins, which went into circulation in the East in competi- 
tion with the coins of foreign countries, they employed ten 
foreign experts. There is, however, so much efficient Chinese 
labour available which is skilled in the handling of metals, 
that we consider a minimum of foreign supervision would be 
sufficient. ] 

(3) The Mint should be capable of manufacturing one 
nillion coins daily. One million dollars or half-doilars daily. 

(4) When it is in full working order the coinage of dollars 
must be discontinued by the other Mints in China, unless 
these Mints are controlled by the Central Government and 
placed under expert foreign supervision, similar to that of 
the Shanghai Mint. 

(5) A new die should be made so that the new dollars will 
be readily distinguishable from those already in circulation. 

(6) Silver should be tendered direct by the banks and the 
public to the Mint, which, in order to simplify the procedure, 
can stipulate that no silver under 890 fine will be received 
for coinage. 

Dollars should be delivered by the Mint to the banks and 
the public in the same rotation as the silver has been 
received. 

(7) With regard to the weight and fineness of the new 
dollar, in view of the considerable quantities of Provincial 
Mint dollars already in circulation, it would be desirable that 
the new coin should approximate as closely to them as 
possible, in order that no discrimination would be made by 
the public against one or other of the coins. 

From a series of tests made at the Indian Government 
Mint at Bombay it has been ascertained that the Nanking 
Mint dollars, although very uneven, average 891°15 tine and 
weigh 414-489 grains. 

These dollars are considered to be equal to those coined 
by the Tientsin and Wuchang Mints. The new coin might 
therefore be fixed at 416 grains weight, 890 fine, and it 
should be received at par with the existing recognised dollars 
by the Government and the public. The Mint should, how- 
ever, be prepared to recoin the existing dollars into the new 
dollar free of charge. 

(8) As it is not proposed to consider the question of 
subsidiary coinage at this time, the Foreign Exchange 
Banks are of opinion that it would be a public convenience 
if a half-dollar were coined, the weight and fineness of which 
should correspond with the dollar, viz., 208 grains weight 
and 890 fine. 

(9) The rate of conversion of the existing stocks of sycee 
to dollars can be fixed by arrangement with the Chinese 
Government and the Foreign Banks, on the basis of the 
actual amount of pure silver contained in the sycee. It 
should be coined free of charge, as it is not desirable to 
compel the public to bear the expenses of the change. | 

(10) The rate of seignorage might be agreed on at 2 per 
cent.. which is what the Indian Government charged when 
the Mints in India were open to the public for the coinage 
of rupees. Presumably that was considered a fair charge to 
the public and to the Government. 

(11) It is recognised that the expense of establishing a 
Mint may be inconvenient to the Chinese Government at 
present, The Foreign Banks, therefore, would he willing to 
give what temporary financial] assistance might be necessary 
for the purchase of land and machinery and the erection of 
suitable buildings. 
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Shipping and Docks. 


DENMARK. 








DANISH SHIPPING. 
(From Richard Turner, H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
COPENHAGEN. 

The Danish Bureau for the Registration and Measuring 
of Ships has published a list of Danish merchant vessels as 
at lst January, 1920. 

[un Copenhagen there are altogether 313 steamers, 71 
motor ships, and 99 sailing vessels with a total of 596,917 
gross tons. In the provinces there are 210 steamers, 516 
motor ships, and 567 sailing vessels aggregating 196,296 
gross tons; there are also 153 ships with 12,246 gross tons 
at the Faroe Islands. The total Danish merchant tonnage 
on Ist January, therefore, consisted of 526 steamers with 
069,914 tons, 592 motor ships with 118,276 tons, and 811 
sailing vessels with 117,269 tons, making a total of 1,929 
ships with 805,459 gross register tons, 

The largest firm of shipowners is Det forenede Dampskibs- 
selskab (the United Steamship Company), of Copenhagen, 
who own 101 steamers with a total of 145,275 gross tons, 
besides two motor ships, a sailing vessel, and some 20 
lighters. The next largest company is Dannebrog, also 
of Copenhagen, having 25 steamers with 52,805 gross tons. 
Of motor ship owners the East Asiatic Company, of Copen- 
hagen, is by far the largest, with 15 motor ships aggregat- 
ing 49,108 net registered tons. 

During 1919 the Danish mercantile marine has had 2 
net increase of 83 vessels of about 75,000 tons. The gross 
additions consisted of about 100 ships of approximately 
84,000 tons, of which 35 were steamers with 57,000 tons, and 
34 ships with motors with 16,000 tons. The gross decrease 
was 17 ships with altogether 9,000 tons. 

During 1919 Danish shipbuilding companies completed 
31,000 tons, as against 13,000 tons in 1918. In Denmark 
at the present time there are 83 ships of 116,820 tons, with 
57,000 horse-power under construction, as compared with 
70,000 tons on Ist January, 1919. Danish shipyards have 
orders on hand for 96 ships of 217,260 tons, with 115,975 
horse-power. 

On Ist January, 1920, the following were being built for 
the Danish mercantile marine:—104 steamers of 182,420 
tons, 66 motor ships of 150,750 tons, and 9 sailing vessels 
of 1910 tons. The Danish mercantile marine is thus en- 
deavouring to gradually recover the losses made by the war, 
but now that South Jutland is coming back to Denmark, 
more merchant tonnage is needed. 





SWITZERLAND. 





MARITIME TRANSPORT CHANGES. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
BERNE. 

The Union Suisse des Transports Maritimes, which 
was formed in 1918 fer the purpose of assuring the necessary 
amount of tonnage to keep Switzerland provided with food- 
stuffs and raw material, is, according to the press, suspend- 
ing operations. 

The company had a capital of sixty million francs, of 
which half was provided by the Swiss Government. The 
Board of Directors was composed of well-known representa- 
tives of Swiss industry and commerce. 

It would appear that it has been possible for a delegation 
of this company to arrange in Paris for the ships belonging 
to it to be sub-chartered, which fact will mitigate the losses 
to a certain extent. Nevertheless, it is stated that these 
will amount to about half the capital, i.e., thirty million 
francs. 

Originally the undertaking was planned on a still greater 
scale, but the Federal Council, realising the attendant risks, 
was able to reduce the dimensions in due time in view of 
the unexpected rapid termination of the war. 

The ‘‘Journal de Genéve,’’ however, has published a com- 
munigué to the effect that the whole fleet has been sub- 
chartered to the Societés Réunies, Capel et Cie et 
Furness (France), and that ‘‘the terms of the sub-charter- 
ing, according to the estimation of these sub-charterers, 
justify the expectstion that at the expiration cf the con- 
tract with the Société Transocéanique de Transports, 
successors of the Société d’Armements R. van Hemelryck 
et Cie, the entire capital will be recovered, and that 
interest will be paid thereon for the period from the founda- 
tion of the Union Suisse to its liquidation.”’ 
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Railways. 


AUSTRALIA. 


PROPOSED NEW RAILWAYS IN 
QUEENSLAND. 

The Queensland Government has submitted proposals to 
Parliament for the construction of six new lines of railway. 

The new lines include an extension of the Boyne Valley 
railway trom Many Peaks to the northern end of the line, 
from Mundubbera to Northern Burnett—a length of 78 
miles 70 chains—and a railway from Monto and Rannes, 
to open up the Callide valley and prairie lands, a length 
ot 109 miles 43 chains. 

These lines are in connection with an extensive scheme 
for the settlement of returned soldiers, Their proposed 
construction has been four times rejected by Parliament 
because the line from Many Peaks would have to pass 
through difficult country, and it would therefore prove very 
expensive, and would not be the best method of opening 
North Burnett. 

Other proposed lines are a branch railway from Peera- 
mont towards Boonjee, an extension of the Mary Valley 
railway from Brooloo to Kenilworth, a branch railway 
from Gargett to Owen’s Creek. and a line towards Burke- 
town, from Dobbyn to Myally Creek. 











CHILE. 





NEW TRANS-ANDINE RAILWAY. 

According to ‘‘Kl Mercurio’? (Valparaiso) a Decree has 
been issued, dated 31st January, authorising Manuel 
Augusto Maza to construct and work a railway of one-metre 
gauge between Lake Yelcho and the Argentine frontier. 
The length of the line will be 70 kilometres. 

This new railway will be connected up with another pro- 
jected line in that region to run to Colonia 16 de Octobre, 
in the Chubut Territory. The concession will be for 50 
years, but the State reserves to itself the right to purchase 
it at any time. 


MOROCCO (French Zone). 








TRANSPORT ORGANISATION. 

An Order, dated 8th February, appeared in the ‘‘Bulletin 
Official” of the French Zone, creating a Direction des 
Transports as a separate department directly under the 
Resident-General, to deal with all matters connected with 
military and civil transport by rail or sea, public and 
private. 

The new Department will be in close connection with all 
military and civil organisations, and particularly with that 
engaged in France in accelerating the forwarding of 
material destined for the army of occupation and for the 
public services. 





SWITZERLAND. 





RAILWAY TRAFFIC RETURNS. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
BERNE. 


The traffic returns of the Federal Railways for January 
were as follows :— 

There were registered 7,074,000 passengers (as against 
5,398,214 during the same period last year), and 1,110,000 
tons of goods and postal traffic (last year 728,422). The 
receipts amounted to francs 26,971,000 (as against frs. 
18,382,118 in January, 1919), or frances 9,358 per kilometre 
(frs. 6,378). The working expenses exceeded the receipts 
by francs 1,132,000. 

ELECTRIFICATION. 


“Der Bund’ (Berne) contained a notice recently re- 
lative to the issue of 5} per cent. Railway Bonds by the 
Swiss Federal Railways, for the purpose of obtaining the 
funds necessary for the immediate and active work of 
electrification of the Federal Railways, in view of the ever- 
increasing difficultres connected with the obtainment of 
adequate coal supplies. There does not appear to be any 
prospect of an improvement with regard to these same coal 
supplies, and stress is laid on the fact that Swiss commerce 
and industry would be greatly benefited if the railway 
traffic were made independent of foreign coal supplies. 
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“Minerals and fMletals. 


CANADA, 
MINERAL PRODUCTION IN 1919. 


The Department of Mines, in the following preliminary 
table, estimate the metal and mineral production of Canada 
in 1919 at 173,075,913 dols., compared with 211,301,897 dols, 
in 1918. 








MINERAL PRopvuctTiIon 1N Canapa, 1919. 
(Subject to Revision.) 
METALLIC, 


Quantity. Value, 

Dols. 
Antimony ore (exports) ......... ... Tons 56 8,420 

Cobalt, metallic and contained in ; : : 

oxide, etc., at 2.50 dols. per |b. .... Lb. eee - nal 
Copper, value at 18.691 cents per lb. ,, 75,124, 4,041,549 
Gold De ea tinaae eee aetna . bdeaaditeintniell Uz. (67,167 15,858,74y 
Iron, pig from Canadian ore ...... Tons 08,457 899,406 
Iron ore, sold for export ........ 1 5,885 _ 46 ,525 
Lead, value at 6.966 cents. per lb. Lb. 43,895,888 5.057.788 
Molybdenite (exports) ............... - 113.520 84 228 


Nickel, value at 40 cents per lb. 44,542,953 17,817,181 
Platinum 
Silver, value at 111.122 cents per oz. Oz. 


-(%) 
15,675,134 17,4185 
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Zinc, value at 7.338 cents per lb..... Lbs. 31,758,850 2,528,998 
EY "| pd ctitesoteeuncabetancismameubebeuabenudeiudinns 72,401,829 
Non-METALLIC, 
™ oe 
nc i chdutitmsidiintanniunanntin Tons 
Arsenic, white and in ore _.......... 5,192 508,770 
aa caaak sha egal 136,199 10,658,946 
RI sti ceruiieancakmineeimnanes 18,766 54,087 
Barytes and Manganese ............. 53 teeeereeresere 18,716 
EE ore er renter i 8,566 224 971 
) eer a ernie », 13,586,300 54,051,720 
PE | iscsi dekceisaneai@iahraanes saves , 15,944 91,275 
ED stniniinnpatinhacteseinatecosieun = 5 065 97,837 
DED > waancwinsedbeeesqueeubassenncanys ‘eo 1,522 92,24) 
ss 6 sige rani 2.065 64,296 
RE ekecanennghecenesvarnsisxensoers 506,947 1,.217,34 
I sc icaninesaspbunaiiiny dusdiesied 11,073 328,460 
Magnesium Sulphate .................. 771 /,309 
elie dalatiasisihidaunayiebbeciiil 273,350 
TL a ee 146,909 
IE. i cccencinvscesecixows 1.000 cu. ft. 21,700,091 4,071,572 
RI: ” tacttiastitiaticore cdalaicchapbunmaeaniadiie Tons 11,862 113,39/ 
SE”. "Whiten nul cnet nbeimabsensnedeoweseker - 936 6,561 
AND cncasescarsssScnnasiness ris 240 970 744,67! 
ER, -exntidadiintiedinnetinebaeianiaks Tons 24 351 
al eR atl 177,487 522,704 
I i 105,055 247 386 
Rw ree ine nee aeee are a e159,842 1,508,407 
DEE F* ccumpgitenicatseskecnnsiunmibadneres m 18,642 116,295 
EEE = Bcedihnevmnccdeinhubsapebbewevio ‘~ 550 11,000 
OS ag iE ot mails aust daaeeemuentuiumuennite 74,919,302 
STRUCTURAL MATERIALS AND CLAY PRODUCTS, 
Dols. 
renner Brls. 4,991,340 9,783,395 
Clay Products (7,657,928 dols.) 
* Brick, common ...................+- No. 293,918,891 3,725,033 
i: STL > dade singles tiiicds 67,587,295 1,257,883 
Te ne TOG - - caceuncacaiins 359,882 
Hol'ow Building Blocks _...... No. 2,202,000 63,279 
a ra es cial Tons 759 13,744 
RII. | ia cid ccs lading aon iel nehineeeandadmanttia ein a187,514 
Retenceorios ; Gre CIAy, CEC. x<eeviecesc-occecseeessess b380,934 
I id i cinania duiadediiintanskhe Tous 56,287 1,061,010 
ERIE mr emi me erm = eee 2,861 
SS I sian ial auancauinin No. 19,161,718 607,792 
8 pA DRA eee Naraes beset me Bus.  6.999,706 2,268,452 
ne ee ere No 25,219,599 377,040 
Sand and Gravel (not complete) ... Tons 3,906.247 1,687.99 
REE ieee eee mr ) 1,632 10,853 
Stone (3,969,045 dols.) 
Aamo Pe ee Cn CONSE NE Cen END RET OEE RTE 968,111 
EE SLO CL NT TIE NAT PERLE EET OPE 2.708,629 
SS SE RN wee mR ARAL RON PM oe TT 215,982 
RNR «3 5. vakenanadavdenssoeen “paeiemeamere 78,327. 
Total Structural Materials anc 
0 CLAN RTT OTT SOP EE TTT 925.754.6924 
All other Non-Metallic products  ..........s....seeeeeeeeee 4. 
Total value Metallic products ....................csesseeeeees 72,401, 8 
I FE. TI sec sncnnsscceencininderncionoms 173,075,915 


*Short tons throughout. (a) Excluding 704,846 dols. from 
imported material. (6) Excluding 73.180 dols. from impor ‘ 
material. (c) 27,950 tons hydrated lime marketed, valued : 
295,164 dols. (d) Returns incomplete. (e) Additional return 
give a total of 148,302 tons valued at 1,398.965 dols. 


ttt 
—— 








ey —s OM ws ete Ee Soe OS 


,. = feet ee Good 





I20), 


es, 


ary 
ada 
ols, 


42 
549 
Tay 
525 
298 
18] 


O22 


82Y 


Yi 
51 


32 














Aprit 8, 1920. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 497 








Textiles. 


FRANCE. 


REVIVAL OF THE TEXTILE 
INDUSTRY. 

Before the war about 155,000 persons were employed in 
the textile industry in the Lille district. On Ist January, 
1920, about 444 establishments, employing at least 20 hands, 
were recorded. They were divided as follows, according to 
a French authority:—Woollen industry, 113; cotton 
industry, 61; flax industry, 97; dyeing and dressing 1n- 
dustry, 43; various textile industries, 130. Of the 444 
establishments, 305 have resumed work either wholly or par- 
tially, or 68:7 per cent. . . 

The renewal of activity in the Lille woollen industry 
continues to increase under satisfactory conditions. On 
ist July, 1919, the proportion of establishments which had 
resumed work was 2671 per cent.; at the present time this 
has reached 85:8 per cent. At Roubaix especially the situa- 
tion is favourable, 44 establishments engaged in the woollen 
industry having resumed work out of the 49 recorded, or 
99:6 per cent. The number of persons employed in the 
woollen establishments at Lille on Ist January, 1920, was 
99,206, as compared with 45,091 in 1914, or 64:7 per cent. 

In the cotton industry 61 establishments employing at 
least 20 hands were recorded on Ist January last, of which 
45 had resumed work, or 73°9 per cent. On Ist October, 
1919, the proportion was only 58 per cent. In 1914 the 61 
establishments employed 23,829 hands, while on_ Ist 
January, 1920, the number employed was 10,359 hands, or 
43-4 per cent. 

Progress is shown in the flax industry owing to the fact 
that this branch depends on other countries for its 
machinery. On lst January, 1920, 46 establishments of the 
97 recorded had partly resumed work, or 48:4 per cent. 
This proportion was 33:7 per cent. on Ist October, 1919. 
Before the war these 61 establishments employed 34,074 
hands, chiefly women, while on Ist January, 1920, the 9% 
recorded employed only 6,721 persons, or only 12:4 per 
cent. of their 1914 actual strength. This proportion reached 
6 per cent. only on Ist October, 1919. ; 

With regard to the dyeing and dressing industry, 43 
establishments were recorded on Ist January, of which 27 
had resumed work either wholly or partially, or 62:8 per 
cent. In Lille this industry employed 11,338 hands in 
1914. On 1st January the 43 establishments recorded 
employed about 5,000 persons, or 44 per cent. of the 1914 
actual strength. 











GERMANY. 
FINANCING THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY. 


The organisation of the Deutsche Industrie (Treu- 
hand Aktiengesellschaft (hereafter referred to as ‘‘Ditag’’) 
was formally completed on 2ist January, backed up by the 
German knitting industry, embracing 16,000 mills and 
handicraft organisations. The president, Alfred Mann, 1s 
also president of the Verein Deutscher (Werkereven) and 
manager of the Aktien Gesellschaft (fur Tricot-Weberet). 
The general manager is Adolph Waibel ; the by-laws provide 
seats on the board of directors for foreign financiers. The 
trust bank has a nominal capital of 12,500,000 marks, being, 
however, backed by the German knitting industry. 
Weavers, spinners, and Bosch, of the Bosch Magneto Co., 
are stockholders in the bank. 

PRESENT DiFFicutt SITUATION. 

Mann and Waibel explain the reasons for the inability 
of textile manufacturers at this time to give security 
satisfactory abroad for foreign raw material, as follows :— 
First, all textiles are three to four times more costly in 
Europe than before the war; added to this comes an Increase 
of money required in direct proportion to the depreciation 
of exchange. At present fifteen times more money 18 re- 
quired than when the mark is at par. Mills before the 
war were used as security, but the state of values now in 
Germany has greatly reduced the former proportionate 
values as expressed in terms of marks; and because of 
depreciated marks, the mills now require forty, fifty, and 
even eighty times more working capital for the purchase 
of cotton. wool, or silk, so that even the richest mill is 
unable to represent sufficient security for raw material 
entering from abroad. 

ereas, in pre-war times a cotton mill got 100 bales of 
American cotton for 20,000 marks, the same quantity costs 
to-day from 1.500.000 to 1.800.000 marks. The incorporate 
mills have doubled their capital: banks have increased credit 
advances to mills varying from 50 to 100 per cent. In spite 











TEXTILES —continued 





of this and a reduction of working hours from 10 to 8, mills 
in the average cannot get credit to keep running now at 
25) or dU per cent. of their capacity. Most of the weavers 

spinners, and knitters are working the week through, but 
are running in the average about 25 to 30 per cent. of 
looms and spindles. Mill hands in pre-war days received 
trom 2 to 3 marks for a 10-hour day; the average wage 
now for the same work on an 8-hour basis runs from 16 to 
24 marks, and is still rising. Owing to the small produc- 
tion and complete exhaustion of textile goods in German 

the entire textile industry is earning profits in marks highly 
in excess Of all previous records; but prices have now become 
so high that no German bank can afford to advance suffi- 
cient credits to keep the mills running at the reduced rate 
of output, to say nothing of supplying the capital to keep 
them fully occupied. In the second place, manufactured 
cotton goods are becoming so expensive in marks in 
Germany that, in spite of the country’s urgent needs, the 
public will soon be unable to pay the increasing prices. For 
example, print calico, which cost 20 to 25 pfennigs a meter 
before the war, were listed in December, 1919, from 8 to 
10 marks a meter, sold in January, 1920, for 15 marks a 
meter, and advanced later to 20 marks. The same is 
applicable to wool and other textiles. 

The meaning of this is that unless credits for raw 
material are received the whole textile industry must soon 
come to a standstill, throwing 3,000,000 people out of work, 
stopping all further supply of clothing completely, and 
creating the probability of dangerous industrial unrest. For 
example, at Bremen recently high-class Egyptian cotton sold 
at auction for 250 marks a kilo. The cotton industry has 
so far paid for imports of raw cotton with paper marks, but 
the prices of raw cotton are now so high, owing to the 
decline of the mark, that even medium-sized mills require 
150,000,000 marks to purchase a year’s run of raw cotton. 

Lately Germany’s exports of manufactured cotton have 
been practically nil, on account of home demands. As a 
consequence, more and more marks have been sold on neutral 
exchange markets to buy raw cotton, while manufacturers 
received no foreign money for exports. Financial help from: 
the outside on some basis is imperative. 


FUNCTIONS OF THE D1Taq. 


It is to meet this critical situation that the Ditag has been 
organised. It will act as a trustee for all the mills in the 
combination, guaranteeing their payments for raw material 
purchased abroad, the real title to such raw cotton to remain 
vested in the foreign financiers who finance its export until 
the manufactured product is sold and payment is made to 
them through the medium of the Ditag. 

It is desired by the Ditag that American banks should 
finance cotton exporters to the extent of 20,000,000 dols. to 
100,000,000 dols. during the first year of the Ditag as bank- 
ing agent in Germany for such American financiers. The 
German manufacturer obligates himself in terms of dollars 
for the credit on goods by depositing with the Ditag certain 
securities. In addition to his corporate security the German 
manufacturer must as far as possible give the usual bank- 
ing security. Credit will be extended to a German manu- 
facturer by the Ditag only to the extent of his exporting 
ability and in accordance with his credit and general stand- 
ing, as revealed by a careful investigation made by the 
Ditag acting as a sort of official appraiser. Owing to the 
disproportion mentioned above between the present value 
of the mills and the cost of raw material as represented 
in marks, the mark itself will be eliminated from all trans- 
actions and business will be transacted on the method 
employed by Eigentums Voraus or Eigentum Sicherungq, 
which means that the varns and manufactured goods made 
of raw material imported will continue the property of the 
foreign financiers as represented in Germany by the Ditag 
until an export draft in gold value has been tendered. 


CoMPARATIVE SAFETY oF PLAN. 


The Ditag is also to insure all goods in dollars, but not 
in marks, against robbery, riots, fire, risks of transporta- 
tion, etc., in its name for the American creditors’ protection, 
until the German manufacturer delivers the gold drafts 
received by him as payment for the manufactured goods to 
the full extent of the credit given, plus interest and other 
charges. 

Since every stage of the manufacture means a propor- 
tionate rise in the value of the goods, the creditor is always 
fully secured. The manufactured gcods are worth two to 
three times the primary cost of the raw material; so the 
manufacturer will be able to meet his obligations and to pay 
also wages, charges, etc., and sell the manufactured goods 
at a certain profit to people in Germany.—(From the United 
States ‘Commerce Reports.’’) 


 —— 
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Customs Regulations and 


Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 





BRITISH INDIA. 





AMENDMENT OF TARIFF ACT. 

It is provided in the Indian Tariff (Amendment) Act, 
1920 (Act No. VII of 1920), which was assented to on 25th 
February, 1920, that in Schedule [I of the Indian Tariff Act, 
1894, as subsequently amended, for Item 45, the following 
import duties shall be substituted, viz. :— 


Articles. Rate of Import Duty 
45.—Subject to the exemptions specified — 10* 
S. 
(i) Firearms other than pistols, in- | 
cluding gas and air-guns and 
REL * 'Aesdnbdutdebhuansiommnpennee each 15 | 
(ii) Barrels for the same, whether 
single or double ............... each 15 


(iii) Pistols, including automatic pistols 





and revolvers. ........... ee each 1d 
(iv) Barrels for the same, whether or 20 
single or double ...............+6. each 15 per cent. 


ad valorem, 
whichever 


is higher. 


{v) Main springs and magazine springs 
for firearms, including gas guns 
DEM. dnéessseneuraneenscssosuil each 

(vi) Gun stocks and breech blocks each 

(vii) Revolver cylinders, for each 
cartridge they will carry ... each 

(viii) Actions (including skeleton and 
waster), breech bolts and their 
heads, cocking pieces and locks (for 
muzzle-loading arms) .......... each 1 

{ix) Machines for making, loading, or per cent. 
closing cartridges for rifled arms, ad valorem, 20 

(x) Machines for capping cartridges for 
IS *  siccéncatdedsesssecetainsencved ad valorem, 20 





| wd) Ge Crt 





*The exemptions referred to include arms forming part of 
the regular equipment of an officer entitled to wear diplo- 
matic, military, naval, or police uniform; arms, etc., im- 
ported with the sanction of the Government of India ; articles 
falling under the 5th, 6th, 8th, 9th, or 10th sub-headings of 
Tariff Item No. 45 (above), when they appertain to a fire- 
arm falling under the lst or 3rd sub-heading and are fitted 
into the same case with such firearm; etc. 





AUSTRALIA. 





PROHIBITED IMPORTATION OF CALCIUM 
CARBIDE. 


The ‘Commonwealth of Australia Gazette’ of 12th 
February contains copy of a Proclamation, dated 10th 
February, 1920, prohibiting the importation into Australia 
of calcium carbide, except under licence from the Minister 


of State for Trade and Customs. 





EGYPT. 





VALUATIONS: IMPORTED 
YARNS. 

The Egyptian ‘‘Journal Officiel’’? of 8th March publishes 

a schedule of revised Tariff valuations (No. 32), for use in 


COTTON 


assessing duties on cotton yarns imported into Egypt, with 


effect from 5th March to 4th May, 1920. or until its 


denunciation, as follows :— 


Import Valuations 
per kilogramme. 
(2-2046 Ib.) 


Articles. Milliémes. 
Cotton, single yarns, grey, and bleached— 
From India :— 
EER a a ee 375 
ESF a aN at, Wea A 445 
From other countries :— 
Si RRS a Cae eS OT ei 535 
eS) aera RITE EET ECP TROD 555 





ai 
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Import Valuations 
per kilogramme, 


| (2°2046 Ib.) 

er Articles. Milliémes. 
Knittings, Nos. 3 to 12:— 

ET EOE TT Ee 470 

PROM COROT COUMETIOS occ ccccccccocesccoccccceccccececs. 590 
Cotton sewings, grey or bleached : — 

Si rN I rR eR 035 

From other countries  ...............c.ccccccccecesccecees 67 


Cotton double yarns, 
icici tl iaiaciiaiads eniewininiiliiansiambaie 
Cotton cable yarns, No. 20 
Turkey red cotton single yarns ..................c0e.000 680 
Other coloured cotton single yarns 
Gassed or mercerised or prepared yarns, grey, 
bleached, or dyed : — 
From India 


eeeeeereereereeseseeeeeteeseCeeseeeeeeeseeseseeeed 


} ad. valorem, 


ere were r ee eeeeet eens egeee® 


[Nore.—The tare allowance for bales is fixed at 3 per cent,] 
Duty is leviable on the valuations shown at the rate of 
8 per cent. 





FOREIGN, 
BRAZIL. 








PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

The proportion (at present 55 per cent.) of sums due to 
the Brazilian Customs in respect of import duties which 
is payable in gold, is in practice payable in what are known 
as gold ‘‘vales.’’ 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Rio de Janeiro reports 
that the Minister of Finance has issued a ruling to the effect 
that as the rate of exchange on London does not express the 
relation between English gold currency and Brazilian paper 
currency, and as the proportion of the Customs duties to be 
paid in gold (55 per cent.) should be collected either in gold 
or in its exact equivalent in paper currency, the sale price 
of the ‘‘vales’’ shall be calculated, as from 8th December 
last, on the basis of the New York rate of exchange instead 
of on the sterling rate. The gold ‘‘vales’’ must be purchased 
in exchange for paper at the Banco do Brazil, which every 
week fixes the rate in paper at which it will sell these ‘‘vales”’ 
in accordance with the average exchange rate of New York 
on Rio de Janeiro for the preceding week. The Banco do 
Brazil has the monopoly for the issue of the gold ‘‘vales”’ to 
cover Customs duties. 

The measure was introduced in order to increase the 
Federal Customs Revenue, and the difference of exchange 
thus realised involves an increase of from about 20 per cent. 
to 22 per cent. on the proportion of duties payable in gold, 
or an increase in the total duty of about 12 per cent. 


—". 


DENMARK 








EXPORT RESTRICTIONS: COPENHAGEN FREE 
PORT. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of information from the 
Danish Consulate-Genera] in London to the effect that, on 
2nd March the Danish Government issued a Regulation 
which provides that goods, other than feeding stuffs, coal, 
coke, and superphosphate, arriving on or after that date at 
the warehouses of the Copenhagen Free Port Company, may 
be freely re-exported. 

Export prohibitions are still in force for goods which 
arrived at the Free Port before 2nd March. 


[Norr.—For particulars as to the goods the export of 
which from Denmark is still prohibited, see the issues of the 
‘Journal’ for 5th February (pages 203-5), 11th March (page 
277), and 18th March (page 414).] 





ECUADOR. 





TWO PER CENT. SURTAX ON IMPORTS. 


The ‘‘Registro Oficial’? (Quito), for 4th November last, 
published a Decree which came into force on Ist jam 
providing for the levy of a surtax of 2 per cent. ad we : 
on most classes of goods on importation into Ecuador. 
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> 


proceeds of this surtax are for financing railway construc- 


tion. 


The surtax is to be levied on merchandise imported 
through either the Customs Houses or the Post Offices of 


the Republic, except in the case of foodstuffs not prepared 


and not ready for immediate consumption; fabrics and 
wares of cotton and wool; medicinal substances ; articles for 
industrial enterprises ; building material ; common paper for 
newspapers; and articles exempted trom Customs duty by 
the Tariff Law. 





FINLAND, 


INCREASE OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt of telegraphic informa- 
tio from H.M. -Minister at Helsingfors to the effect that 
the Bill providing for a temporary increase in the Finnish 
Customs duties became Law, with one or two amendments, 
on 10th March. (See notice at page 344 of the issue of the 
“Board of Trade Journal’’ for 4th March.) 

Agricultural machinery (such as ploughs, earth-loosening 
appliances, harrows, harvesting and mowing machines, 
falling under Tariff Nos. 653-5) is exempted from the increase 
O perteer particulars of the Law will be published in this 
“Journal’’ on receipt of the complete text of the measure. 








FRANCE. 
EXPORT OF CLOVER SEED PROHIBITED. 


The “Journal Officiel”? for 23rd March contains a Presi- 
dential Decree, dated 26th February, which prohibits the 
exportation and re-exportation of clover seed from France, 
except under licence issued by the Minister of Finance. 








FRANCE (Madagascar. ) 


REVISION OF CUSTOMS DUTIES ON 
CHEMICAL PRODUCTS: ADMISSION 
OF GERMAN DYES, ETC. 
(REPARATIONS). 

An Arrété of the Governor-General of Madagascar and 
Dependencies, dated 5th February and published in the 
“Journal Officiel’’ of the Colony for 7th February, promul- 
gates in Madagascar and its Dependencies the French 
Presidential Decree of 7th November last, which modified 
the classification and rates of duty of the French Tariff in 
so far as concerns chemical products, and dealt with the 
Customs regime of German dyestuffs, etc., to be imported 
into France urder the Reparations Clauses of the Peace 
Treaty, . 

The Law as promulgated in Madagascar is identical with 
that covered by the notices in the issues of the ‘‘Board of 
Trade Journal’’ for 30th October and 6th and 27th November 
last, pages 546-7, 572-8, and 666 respectively. 








UNCLAIMED GOODS IN CUSTOMS 
WAREHOUSES. 


The same issue of the ‘‘Journal Officiel’’ of Madagascar 
and Dependencies contains a further Arrété of the Governor- 
General, dated 5th February, promulgating the French 
Law of 4th February, 1919, respecting unclaimed goods in 
Customs warehouses. This Law was noted at page 757 of 
~” issue of the ‘‘Board of Trade Journal’ for 12th June 

st. 





FRANCE AND ALGERIA. 


EXPORT DUTY ON HORSES, MULES 
AND ASSES. 


The “Journal Officiel”? (Paris) for 25th March contains a 
Presidential Decree, dated 22nd March, which imposes an 
export duty on horses, mules, and asses exported from 
France and Algeria. 

© Decree provides that horses, mules, and asses, which 

Y derogation from the prohibition on exports are allowed 

exported under licence, shall be subject (except in the 


or of transit or re-exportation) to the duties set out 
w:— 





} 
i 
| 


| 
| 
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Francs per head. 
I I iL ce aindaitiaiaed 800 
IIR’ -\Gnauithi-aoscalscunce alone tnaneeeeediieliRamebaaceaibes 500 
BITS. <haiwtoiieinsastacenitiidaibteciniiietachaiahbiieatiaa i 800 
Young mules (muletons) — .........06.. 500 
IN sdisdibecatiicnsicbibioa-sikaleallnaialiliiaiadiaiitiaith 200 


The conditions of application of the derogations referred 
to above were to be hxed by an Arrété of the Ministers of 
Agriculture and Finance. 

This Arrété, which was published in the same issue of the 
‘Journal,’ provides that mules and asses may be exported 
without special authorisation, subject to payment of the 
above-mentioned export duties. In the case of horses, how- 
ever, it will still be necessary to obtain permission to export, 
and in addition to pay the prescribed export duty. 





MODIFICATION OF *‘ COEFFICIENTS OF 
INCREASE.”’ 

The French ‘Journal Officiel’”? for 30th March contains 
two Presidential Decrees, dated 27th March, which, further 
modify, and add to, the schedule of ‘‘coefficients of increase”’ 
of Customs duty annexed to the Decree of 8th July, 1919, 
particulars of which were given in the recently-issued White 
Paper entitled: ‘‘France and Algeria—Increase of Customs 
Duties,’?’ Cmd. 273. Particulars as to the provisions of 
these two Decrees are given below : — 

The first Decree provides for the modification of the ‘‘co- 
efficients of increase’ on certain watch and clockmakers’ 
wares, and hats, as shown in the following statement. The 
basic ‘‘minimum’’ rates of Customs duty (to which the ‘‘co- 
efficients’’ are applied) were given in the White Paper 
referred to above: — 








a: 
| “ Co-efficient of 
Increase.’ 








No. in Articles. Under | Under 
Customs the De- | the new 
Tariff. cree of | Decree. 
July 8, 
- 1919. 





—— 








; 
Watch movements, without cases : 


497 Movements and _  escapement 
bearers, rough or finished, with 
or without trace of the escape- 
ment being fitted, but with- | | 
out jewelling - “4 wy ts 
498 Movements and _ escapement | 
bearers with escapements fitted 
or only jewelled, but not gilt, 


silvered, or nickelled oe: oe 
499 Movements entirely finished, | 
gilt, silvered or nickelled - 16 | 2 
500, 500 bis | Watches, finished, with simple | 
& 500 ter ¢ movements os és os 1S | 2 
501, 501 bis | Watches, complicated (repeaters, | 
& 501 ter those with independent seconds), 


whatever be the kind of escape- 
ment ; pocket chronometers with 
lever Or spring escapements .. a 
501 quater Chronographs, date-indicating 
watches, alarm watches, what- 
ever be the kind of escapement 1°6 2°5 


Gr 
bo 














503 Watch cases, finished (of gold, 
silver, or non-precious material) 1-6 3 
503 bis Watch-cases, unfinished, of gold, 
silver, or non-precious material 1-6 3 
509 Watch and clock fittings :—. 


Rings, crowns, _hair-springs, 
hands, pendulums, wheels, 
keys, pegs, eye-screws, cylin- | 
ders, axes, bezels, sets of es- | 
capements, various parts of 
watch movement mechanism, 
remontoir pins, springs, ex- 
clusively for watches “ l 
Other... be e “ l 





oro 
~ 


ex 612 Hats, shapes or tops of hats, of 
straw, bark, esparto, palm fibre, 
or any other vegetable material 

















—Ssewn : 
Not blocked or trimmed 
Blocked, not trimmed .. .. 
Trimmed hats (“ chapeliers ”’), all 
kinds a ‘a Py 


bo RO ho 
w 
































The second Decree modifies the ‘‘coefficients of increase’’ 
on plated, etc., wares, tin and nickel goods, and certain 
vehicles, and extends the ‘“‘coefficient of increase’? system 
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to cover bed feathers, down, and white wax (which were 
formerly exempt therefrom). The following statement shows, 
in detail, the effect of this Decree : — 





























* Co-efficient of 
Increase.” 
No. in Articles. Under | Under 
Customs the De- | the new 
Tariff. cree of | Decree 
July 8, | 
1919. | 
ex 26 Dressed bed-feathers ; and down, 
dressed or not (‘* minimum ”’’) | 
rate of duty, 25 francs per 100 | 
kilogs.) .. ‘ - ‘i — | 2 
ex 33 White wax (“‘ Minimum ”’ rate of | 
| duty, 12 francs. per 100 kilogs.) — | 8 
496 Articles, gilt or silvered by various 
| processes ; | 
| Jewellery, plated with gold or | 
silver on copper, German silver | 
| or pinchbeck .. i e is | 1° 
| Plate and jewellery, silvered, | 
| and similar wares gilt .. - 25 i 3 
Wares of pure nickel or nickel- | 
plated ‘a - be 2 Zz. 
577 Tin pots and other manufactures | 
of tin, pure or alloyed, with zinc, | 
antimony or lead .< ei 22; 3 
579 Articles of nickel, alloyed with | 
copper or zinc (German silver), 
or of nickelled metals .. be . aa 
ex 614 Vehicles (other than for railways | 
and tramways)—Ccarriages pro- | 
perly so-called - - as | 38 
ex 614 Ballast trucks for narrow-gauge | 
lines ; os vis i 26 | 3 
ex 614 ter Automobile chassis, with or 
without engine, weighing 2,500 | 
kilogs or over ‘ ‘“ i's | 1°8 
Automobile bodies, other than | 
those taxed ad valorem, for carry- 
ing goods a ob és 1°] 2°3 
FRENCH COLONIES. 
IMPORTATION OF SUGAR ANID 


ALCOHOL. 


A Decree of 29th December, 1917, prohibited the importa- 
tion into Martinique, Guadeloupe, and Reunion, of foreign 
sugar, molasses, battery syrups, and alcohol. This Decree 
has now been ratified by a Law, dated 23rd March, and the 
provisions of the Decree have been extended to French 
Guiana. 

A further Decree, dated 8th July, 1919, extended the 
import prohibition to all French Colonies and Protectorates, 
except Tunis and Morocco and the French Establishments in 
India (see page 104 of the ‘“‘Journal’’ for 17th July last). 

This latter Decree has now been modified by a Presidential 
Decree, dated 23rd March and published in the ‘Journal 
Official’? for 25th March, as follows: — 

1. The prohibition on the importation of foreign sugar 
is raised so far as concerns all French Colonies other than 
Martinique, Guadeloupe, Reunion, and French Guiana, and 
so far as concerns the French Protectorates other than Tunis 
and Morocco. 

2. The import prohibitions enforced by the Decree of 8th 
July, 1919, i.e., those on foreign sugar, battery syrups, 
molasses, and alcohol, are not applicable to such products 
when destined for :— 

(a) Yunnan, and sent in transit through the territory of 
Tonkin, in accordance with the Franco-Chinese Treaty of 
9th June, 1885, and the subsequent Convention of 25th 
April, 1886. 

(b) The West African Territories (Ivory Coast, Dahomey, 
and Soudan), cited in the Anglo-French Convention of 14th 
June, 1898, and the territory of French Equatorial Africa 
included in the Conventional Basin of the Congo. 





GERMANY (Occupied Territory). 


IMPORT REGULATIONS. 


The Board of Trade are informed that the Inter-Allied 
Rhineland High Commission has approved the enforcement 
in Occupied Territory of the German Ordinance of 18th 
March, 1916, respecting the import of cattle and meat, and 
the Ordinance of 17th October, 1917, respecting the import 














—continued. 








of sugar. The import of these commodities into Occupieg 
Territory is now, therefore, subject to licence, for which 
application must be made to the ‘‘Import Control for Foog. 
stuffs’? in Berlin. The commodities covered by the above. 
mentioned Ordinances are cattle, sheep, pigs, fresh ang 
preserved meat of the same, as well as all kinds of canneg 
meat, bacon, sugar beet, raw sugar, sugar residues, and 
refined sugar. 





GREECE. 
CERTIFICATES OF 





ORIGIN 
GOODS. 

A Circular was issued by the Greek Ministry of Finance 
to the Greek Customs authorities on Ist-14th February 
concerning the verification of the origin of merchandise and 
the application thereto of the ‘‘General’”’ or ‘‘Conventiong}”’ 
rates of the Greek Customs Tariff. 

The Circular provides that the ‘‘Conventional’’ rates of 
duty are to be applied whenever a certificate is produced 
from the Greek Consular authority of the place of origin of 
the goods, to the effect that such goods come from the 
market of a country with which Greece is bound by 
Convention. Special attention is directed to the necessity 
of verifying the actual origin of goods coming from ‘‘transit 
warehouses’ in countries having Conventions with Greece. 

Instead of Consular certificate, a certificate from the 
Chamber of Commerce of the town from which the goods 
come, attested by the competent Greek Consular authority 
may be accepted. si 

By way ot exception, certificates of origin are not required 
for the application of the ‘‘Conventional’’ Tariff rates, for 
goods coming, direct from countries situated out of Europe 
and beyond the Suez Canal and Straits of Gibraltar, when 
the original bills of lading, showing the origin of the goods, 
and that they are destined for Greece, are produced. 

In the case of goods which are a speciality of the country 
of origin or which come from a country which has a monopoly 
of the production (e.g., wines of a certain class, such as 
Bordeaux, Port, etc., English herrings, Spanish conserves, 
etc.), the Greek Customs are authorised to apply the ‘“Con- 
ventional” Tariff, even if no certificate of origin is produced, 
if they are convinced by the nature of the goods that they 
come from a country with which Greece is bound by Con- 
vention. In case of doubt, the Customs authorities may 
demand the original bills of lading. 


SWITZERLAND. 
IMPORTATION OF MILK PRODUCTS. 


A Decision of the Swiss Federal Food Office, which became 
effective on 25th March, provides that a licence must be 
obtained from the ‘‘Office fédérale du lait’? at Berne before 
the importation into Switzerland of the following milk 
products can be effected : — 

No. in Swiss 
Customs Tariff. Articles. 

92 Milk, condensed, sterilised, etc.; milk condensed by 

evaporation. 

93 Fresh butter; fresh table butter, whether salted or 

not: cream. 

94 Melted salt butter. 

98 and 99 Soft and hard cheese. 

An import permit may be dispensed with in the case of 
occasional parcels of these goods of a weight not exceeding 
0) kilogs. gross. 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


DENMARK. 
BILL TO REGULATE IMPORTS. 


The Danish Minister of Commerce has introduced into 
the Folketing a Bill to give the Minister of Commerce powet 
to make regulations whereby the importation and clearance 
of goods into Denmark shall be made dependent on the 
production of evidence that payment therefor is permitted 
by the Financial Council instituted on 15th December last. 
It was proposed that the measure should come into force 
immediately, and should remain in operation until the end 
of the current year. 

In introducing the Bill, the Minister drew attention to 
the great excess of Danish imports over exports, and to the 
necessity of energetic steps being taken to remedy the exist- 
ing state of affairs. 


FOR IMPORTED 
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Openings for British Trade. 


(NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 

rsons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings”? by applying to the Department ef Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the spectfie reference mumber and 
country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard te restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally er by lette: 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to 
ee, of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise 
stated. 


DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 


FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS. 

The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command ar 
extensive Overseas Intelligence system, which comprises the 
Commercial, Diplomatic and Consular Services in Foreign coun 
tries and Trade Commissioners and Imperial Trade Cor 
respondents in the Empire. 

From this Intelligence Service information on all subjects o! 
commercia] interest is received at the Devartment, where it iz 
collated and classified in a form convenient. for reference, and 
is available to any British trader upon personal o: written ap 
plication to the Department, at 35, Old Queen Street, West 
minster, London, 8. W.1. 

The information at the disposal of the Department is of a 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the following : 
Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; Foreign and 
Colonial contracts open to tender; openings for British trade 
abound; general conditions prevailing in overseas markets; 
demand for particular articles abroad; nature and extent of 
competition, and suggestions for ineeting it; methods of distribu. 
tion and marketing; credit co.ditions, terms of payment, etc., 
abroad ; firms at home engag<d in particular lines of business; 
Foreign and Colonial importers of British goods; firms or in- 
dividuals considered suitable to act as representatives or agente 
for British firms, Foreign and Colonial Tariff and Customs 
regulations ; statistics of Import or Export; forms of Certificates 
of Origin; regulations concerning commercial travellers, Con- 
sular Invoices, etc.; shipping and transport, etc., etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods and com- 
mercial products are constantly being received from abroad and 
are available for y: by British traders at 3, Guildhall) 
Court, London, E.C.2. 


METHODS OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 

The Department of Overseas Trade invites applications for 
assistance from manufacturers and exporters of British goods who 
are desirous of initiating or extending Overseas connections, but 
it is desired to call attention to one or two points, the observance 
of which will facilitate the supply of the information required. 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas market the applicant 
may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade Commissioners or 
Imperial Trade Correspondents in the British Empire, and to 
HM. Commercial Diplomatic or Consular Utficers in Foreign 
countries, but it is generally advisable to communicate in the 
frst instance with the Department of Overseas Trade, 55, Old 
Queen Street, Westminster, S.W-1., as the information required 
is frequently already in the possession of the Department, and 
the delay involved in communicating with the Officers abroad 
can therefore often be avoided. Should the information required 
not be available in London, the Department will make al] neces 
oe ' enquiries abroad on the applicant’s behalf. _ 

hen making application for information enquiries should 
clearly specify :— 
(i) The countries concerning which information is required ; 
(2) The precise kind of goods; and 
(3) The particular points in regard to which the information 
is sought. Sd 

By following this method of making their enquiries as specific 
as possible applicants will materially assist the Department 1» 
ita endeavour to supply the precise information required. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Applications 
are frequently received at the Department of Overseas Trade 
‘Development and Intelligence) from firms in all parts of the 
United Kingdom and abroad, who wish to get into communica- 
tion with British manufacturers or producers of various classes 
of goods with a view to obtaining supplies. 

An application has been recorded during the past week for 

€ names of manufacturers of the following (among other) 
articles : — 

_Nickeline tubes. 

British manufacturers of these articles now in a position te 
supply are invited to make application for the name of the 
enquirer. 

BUYING, FORWARDING OR SHIPPING AGENTS’ 
SERVICES OFFERED.—A Liverpool firm desire to offer their 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued. 





services as buying, forwarding or shipping agents. The firm are 
interested chiefly in the following exports : Hardware and hollow- 
ware, steel, copper and tinplates, textiles, hessians and jute 
goods, fire bricks and fire clay, boots and shoes, oilmen’s stores, 
baking and confectionery supplies (including egg products)—to 
Scandinavia, Denmark, Belgium, Holland, Western Europe, South 
America, United States of America, the Colonies, Egypt and 
India. 

Applications for the name and address should be 
to The Incorporated Chamber of Commerce of 
H 24/25, Exchange Buildings, Liverpool. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

KLAGS, K'TC.—'Tenders are invited by the Corporation of 
Trinity House four the supply of flags, etc., during the year ending 
Slst March, 1921. 

Forms of Tender may be obtained at Tiinity House, ‘lower Hill, 
Lundon, E.C.3, between the hours of 10.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m., 
and the patterns inspected at the Trinity Wharf, Blackwall, I. 

Sealed tenders on the proper forms will be received by the 
one gi Trinity House, as above, not later than 10 a.m. on 12th 
Apri. 


directed 
Liverpool, 





AUSTRALIA. 

TEX TILES.—An indent agent in Sydney, who is shortly 
visiting the United Kingdom, desires to get into touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of textiles, with a view to under- 
taking their representation throughout Australia. The enquirer 
is stated to have had many years’ experience in the trade, and 
to have good connections throughout the Commonwealth. 
(Reference No. 466.) 

Applications for names and addresses inust be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

KNQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
AUSTRALIA. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Australia, Australia House, Strand, 
London, W.C.2, whence further information may be obtained :— 

SOFT GOODS.—An Australian merchant desiring to trade 
within the Empire is now in England with the object of securing 
agencies for British-made goods such as textiles, woollens, men’s 
and women’s underwear, hosiery, carpets, floor coverings, gloves, 
overcoats, raincoats, men’s and women’s dressing gowns. This 
merchant is satisfied that the Australian market is a most recep- 
tive one, and having had eight years’ experience of indenting and 
importing soft goods, he is in a position to represent successfully 
reputable British firms. Bank and commercial] references avail- 
able. (Reference No. 18/3/5.) 

| Nore.—Replies should be sent direct to the Official Secretary, 
Commonwealth of Australia, Commercial Information Bureau, at 
the above address, quoting the relative reference number. | 





CANADA. 
RUBBER TYRE AND RUBBER GOODS FABRICS.—A 


manufacturers’ broker and agent in Montreal desires to represent, 
on a commission basis, United Kingdom suppliers of rubber tyre 
fabrics of all kinds and fabrics used by rubber footwear and 
leather shoe trades. (Reference No. 467.) 

DRUGGISTS’, STATIONERS’, AND JEWELLERS’ SUN- 
DRIES, MUSIC AND MUSICAL GOODS.—A manufacturers’ 
agent in Calgary, Alberta, desires to represent United Kingdom 
suppliers of druggists’, stationers’ and jewellers’ sundries, such as 
pens, pencils, inks, etc., also sheet music, musical goods and 
phonograph accessories, on a commission basis, for Western 
Canada. (Reference No. 468.) 

TEXTILES GENERALLY, SILKS AND NOVELTIES.—A 
manufacturers’ agent in Montreal desires to represent United 
Kingdom suppliers of textiles generally, particularly silks and 
novelties, and aiso raw materials for manufacturers, on a com- 
46a) basis, for the whole or part of Canada. (Reference No. 
CUTCH, HEMP, TWEEDS, SERGES, CAPS, GLOVES. 
ETC.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in St. John’s, New- 
foundland, desire to represent United Kingdom suppliers of cutch, 
raw hemp for the manufacture of cordage, spun hemp for the 
manufacture of lines and twines, tweeds, serges and trimmings 
for sale to tailors, as well as wholesale ready-made clothing manu- 
factures, caps, cotton and woollen gloves, linoleums and oiled 
floorcloths, on a sole agency commission basis, for Newfoundland. 
(Reference No. 470. 

CHEMICAL PRODUCTS FOR RUBBER, PAINT, TEX- 
TILES, FUR DYEING AND LEATHER TANNING.—A firm 
of manufacturers, importers and agents for chemical products 
desire to represent, United Kingdom suppliers of chemical products 
for rubber, paint, textile and fur dyeing, and leather tanning 
companies, on a commission, sales or consignment basis, for the 
provinces of Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward Island. (Reference No. 471.) 

MARMALADES, JAMS, SAUCES, PICKLES AND CON- 
FECTIONERY.—A firm of importers and manufacturers of teas, 
coffees, baking powder, fruit juices, etc., desire to represent 
United Kingdom suppliers of marmalades, jams, sauces, pickles 
and confectionery, on a commission, sales, or consignment, basis, 
for Western Canada (Port Arthur to the Pacific Coast.) (Ref- 
erence No. 472. 

PLUMBER’S POTTERY. HEAVY HARDWARE, ANVILS, 
TOOTS, OAKUM, TWINE, ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent 1n 
















































SRE i, TIERCE 





502 BOARD OF 


TRADE JOURNAL. 





APRIL 8, 199) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





Winnipeg desires to represent United NKingdom suppliers ol 


piumpers pottery, heavy haidware, anvils, touis, oakum, twine, 


elc., OL & Commission basis for the Provinces ot Manitoba. 
Saspatcnewan and Alberta. (Reference No. 41/9.) 

CUTLERY, ENAMELLED HOLLOW-WARE. ALUMINIUM 
LLENSILS, ETC.—A manufacturers’ agent in Medicine Hat, 
Alberta. desires to represent l nited Ningdom suppliers of cul- 
ery, enamelled holiow Wale aluminium utensiis, linoleum, callyvas, 
ducks. iwines and brushes, on a commission basis. for Western 
Canada. (Port Artiur to the Pacinc Coast.) (Reference No. 4/4.) 

UNDERWEAR AND MENS \WEAR.--A) manufacturers 
agent in Winmpeg desires co represent United Wingdom — sup- 
phers of underwear and mens outfittings, including = shirts, 
collars pyjamas and hosiery, on a commission basis, for Western 
Canada. (Port Arthur to the Pacific Coast). Reference No. 475.) 

MEN'S WEAR, WOMENS WEAn, AND TOILET 
ARTICLES.—A_ firm of manufacturers) agents in Toronto desire 
io represent United Kingdom suppileis of shirts, ties and mufflers, 
underwear, socks, pyjamas, handkerchiefs, beits, cravats, collars 
soft and linen), bath robes, hat bands. women s silk hand bags, 
sulk blouses, and toilet articles, such as talcum, perfumes, and 
soaps, on a commission basis, for the whole of Canada. A partner 
of the firm is now in England and interviews with Umted King 
dom firms interested can be arranged. (Reterence No. 475a.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OF F ERED.—An established Canadian 
firm in London, with an agency and extensive connections 1n 
Canada, desire to represent British manufacturers in the 
Dominion. The firm would be glad to hear from manufacturers 
who desire representation. First-class references. 

Communications jn this connection should be addressed to the 
Secretary, Statistical and Information Department, London 
Chamber of Commerce, 97, Cannon Street, E.C.4 
ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 

CANADA. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Oftice of the 
High Commissioner for Canada, 19, Victoria Street, London, 
S.W.1. All replies should be sent direct to the foregoing address. 

CARPETS, LINOLEUM, ETC.—<A_ British Columbia firm 
desire to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of 
carpets, tapestries, cretonnes and linoleum open to do business In 
that Province. 

HARDWARE, GROCERY LINES.—<A_ correspondent at 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, desires to secure agencies, on commission, 
for the sale of hardware or grocery lines. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR WHITE BIRCH LUMBER.—A 
correspondent in New Brunswick desires to get into touch with 
cotton and silk thread manufacturers and others likely to be 
interested in rough or manutactured white birch lumber tor 
bobbins and spools. 

ENQUIRIES AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 

The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner's Office. Portland House, 765, 
Rasinghall Street, London, E.C.2, whence further information 
may be obtained : 

STEEL SHEETS.—A Canadian company manufacturing motor 
cars, are in the market for 1,000 tons of hood and fender three- 
pass full finished steel sheets, and would like to receive offers 
from United Kingdom manufacturers. 

MARKET SOUGHT FOR POLISHING MOP AND POLISH- 
ING OIL.—A Canadian firm wish to arrange for the sale in the 
United Kingdom of a special polishing mop and polishing oil, and 
invite correspondence from firms interested , 





NEW ZEALAND. 
ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOK 
NEW ZEALAND. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the 
High Commissioner for New Zealand, Dominion House, 415, 
Strand. W.C.2, 

CORKS.—A firm of malt extract, etc., manufacturers in New 
Zealand desire to obtain the sole agency, for the Dominion, for 
British-made corks suitable for the use of chemists, brewers, 
cordial manufacturers, etc. British manufacturers desirous ot 
extending their business with New Zealand are requested to com- 
municate in this connection with the High Commissioner for 
New Zealand at the above address, quoting reference number 


P.D.11. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

SOFT GOODS AND BOOTS AND SHOES.—An agent in Port 
Elizabeth, claiming to have had considerable expemence in the 
textile trade. desires to secure agencies for cotton and woollen 
piece-goods, hosiery, men’s and boys’ ready-made clothing, 
women’s underclothing, and boots and shoes. (Reference No. 
476.) 

BOTTLES AND STATIONERS’ SUNDRIES.—A Cape Town 
firm of paste and polish manufacturers desire to obtain quota- 
tions for gloy-shaped bottles of 25, 5 and 10 oz. capacity. 
This firm, who claim to be doing business throughout the Union 
and Rhodesia, are also seeking agencies for lines which can be 
carried with their labelling paste, such as inks and other stationers’ 
sundries, Reference No. 477.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continucu. - 
BOOTS AND SHOES, SOFT GOODS.—A Johannesburg agent 
claiming to be well known in commercial circles, seeks agencig 
tor solt goods, boots and shoes. (Reference No. 478. mM 
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HARDWARE, CUTLERY, CHINAWARE, GLASSWaAy fe # 
COTTON WASTE, CARPETS, LINOLEUM, ETC— 8 
representative of a Durban firm of manufacturers’ agentg jg y 
present in this country and desires to secure agencies for holly — 


ware, enamelled ware, aluminium ware, electro-plate, cut 
galvanised goods (buckets, baths, etc.) galvanised iron ghee 
shovels, picks, trek chains, and general household hardware ; ai 
for cotton waste, shop, etc., twine, carpets, linoleum, chinawy, 


and glassware. (Reference No, 479.) rs 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the . 
Department of Overseas Trade. se 
TENDERS INVITED. , 

STRUCTURAL STEEL.—“The Union of South Africa Goygy, d 
ment Gazette ” announces that tenders will be received by th - 
Secretary to the Tender Board, South Afritan Railways Hey 7" 
quarter Offices, Johannesburg, and/or the High Commisgigye - 
for the Union of South Africa, 32, Victoria Street, Lond tril 
S.W.1, up to noon on 25th May, for the supply and delivery op} hal 


of structural steel forming framework for the extension of gook No 
shed at Capetown. | oo 
Forms of tender, with full particulars, may be obtained from th De 
High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, 32, Victor 
Street, London, 5.W.1; Office of the Chief Railway Storekeeper 
Park Station Chambers, Johannesburg: and Railway Stores NE 








Capetown and Durban. R 
AN 

BRITISH EAST AFRICA. i 
MOTOR CARS, AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENT E coat 
BUILDING MATERIALS, ETC.—A firm in British Ray T 
Africa, with oftices in London, desires to represent United Kin. rece 
dom manufacturers of motor-cars, agricultural implements, buili L 
ing materials, hardware, etc.. in British East Africa. (Referengi Am: 
No. 480.) a 00 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to th{— inte 
Department of Overseas Trade. Al 
Depi 





EGYPT. 


SOFT GOODS.—An old-established British firm in Alexandr Tl 
would like to obtain an agency for Manchester, Huddersfeli B  jnto 
Bradtord and Nottingham soft goods. (Reference No. 481.) timb 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to tk Ap 
Department of Overseas Trade. Depa 





EUROPE. 





SA 

BELGIUM. ta 
STEAM AND GAS ENGINES. MACHINE TOOLS, STEELER atin: 
TUBES, INDUSTRIAL OILS, ETC.—An applicant, who claim Ap 
to have a wide connection among manufacturers in Belgium, pf Depa 


ticularly in the district of Charleroi, desires to represent malt 
facturers of steam and gas engines, machine tools, steel tube 
industrial oils and greases, refractory products, belting, steel am 


SPA 


hemp cables and waterproof materials. (Reference No. 482.) TE’ 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to tH—  ageut 
Department of Overseas Trade. textile 
condu 
ee Apy 
BULGARIA. Depar 
TOBACCO, COTTON GOODS, ETC.—A Bulgarian firm wi 
an office at| Manchester and a branch at. Phillippopolis and st PE’ 
sidiary agents at Sofia, Rustchuk and Varna, is desirols"@ “Boa 
representing British firms in the purchase of Bulgarian tobac0J tender 
and British exporters of cotton and other goods. (Reference Diesel 


483.) “Gace 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to ®@— now b 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





FRANCE AND BELGIUM. Batic 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A London firm with ¥& of Ove 
established branches in France and Belgium desire additio! 
agencies for British manufacturers of goods suitable for thi 
markets. 


Applications for the name and address should be made t™ TEX 
Statistical and Information Department, London Chamber ' represe 
(Commerce, 97, Cannon Street, E.C.4. plece-g 

erence 





GREECE. Sow, 
TEXTILES.—A firm of commission agents at Athens, deat! 
get into touch with British manufacturers and exporter 
Oxfords, drills, woollen piece-goods, and cotton and woe SWIT 
vouds. (Reference No. 484.) 
Applications for names and addresses must be sen 
Department of Overseas Trade. ' 






t to {he 











GREECE AND SERBIA. of 

BUILDERS’ TRONMONGERY AND HARDWARE, ue 
CEMENT, ETC.—A firm established in London, with iid 
sentative in Greece, desires to secure the representation of brit 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 





manufacturers of builder's ironmongery and hardware, construc- 
“ional steel, galvanized sheets, and cement. (Reference No. 
sent to the 


\pplications for names and addresses must be 


Department of Overseas Trade. 





TAL ACEUTICAL PRODUCTS AND SPECIALITIES.— 
\n Italian resident in Milan, with extensive business connections, 
jesire to represent, on a commission basis, British manufacturers 
and exporters of pharmaceutical products and specialities. Corre- 
spondence in French and Italian. (Reference No. 
TEXTILES, FURS, ETC.—An Italian resident in Rome 
jesires exclusive agencies for Italy or Rome (City and Province) 
ior British houses dealing in the following articles :—Men’s suit- 
ings and women’s costume cloths, linen in the piece, ready-made 
underclothing, mens ties, braces and suspenders, furs and fue 
trimmings, velvets, etc. The applicant has had experience in 
handling these goods, and is highly recommended. (Reference 
No, 487.) | 

Applications tor names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


NETHERLANDS. 

RAINCOATS, FUR COATS, BLOUSES, SKIRTS, GOWNS 
\WD NOVELTIES.—A firm of merchants in Amsterdam, who 
have a representative now in England, desire to obtain the agency 
ior Holland of British manufacturers of ladies’ raincoats, fur 
wats, blouses, skirts, gowns, and novelties. (Reference No. 488.) 

The Acting British Consul-General at Rotterdam reports the 
receipt of the following enquiry :— 

I aATHER.—An old-established firm of leather merchants at 
Amsterdam desire tu secure the representation. for Holland, on 
acommunion basis, of British tanners. The firm are particularly 
interested in sole leather. (Reference No. 489.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





i 


POLAND. 


TIMBER.—A wholesale merchant in Dantzig desires to get 
into communication with British firms with a view to exporting 
timber. (Reference No. 490.) 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


— eee 


PORTUGAL. 
SARDINE FISHING NETS. —A British firm, with connections 
in Portugal, wishes to get into touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of sardine fishing nets (cotton) with a view to 
acting as their agents in Portugal. (Reterence No. 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department. of Overseas Trade. 


SPAIN. , 7 
TEXTILES. HABERDASHERY, ETC.-—-A general commission 
went in Madrid desires to represent British manufacturers of 
textiles, underwear. haberdashery, novelties, etc. Correspondence 
conducted in French or Spanish. (Reference No. 492.) 
Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 
PETROLEUM.--With reference to the notice on p. 347 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal’ of 4th March relative to a call for 
tenders for the supply of 2.000 cubic metres of petroleum for 
Diesel Motors to the Arsenal at El Ferrol, it appears from the 
“Gaceta de Madrid ” of 19th March that the 8th May next has 
now been fixed as the date for the receipt of offers, which should 
be addressed to “Negociado 50 de la Segunda Seccion (Material) 
del Estado Mayor Central. Ministerio de Marina,’’ Madrid. 
The conditions of tenders (in Spanish) may be inspected by 
British firms interested at the Enquiry Office of the Department 
of Overseas Trade. 73, Basinghall Street. London, E.C.2 





SWEDEN. 


TEXTILES.—A firm of general agents in Stockholm desire to 
represent British manufacturers of woollen piece-goods, cotton 
plece-goods, ready-made clothing and textiles generally. (Ref- 
erence No. 493.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 





SWITZERLAND. 

The Commercial Secretarv to His Majestv’s Legation at Berne 
teports the receipt of the following enquiry :— 
CUTLERY, OIL-BAT7ZES. RUBBER-PROOFED CLOTH AND 
HABERDASHERY.—.An agent at Soleure desires to obtain the 
representation, on a commission basis, for the whole of Switzer- 
ae ‘sige manufacturers of the above goods. (Reference 
No. 494, 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 




















—————— 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—eontinued. 
LATIN AMERICA. 


ARGENTINA, URUGUAY AND BRAZIL. 
TEXTILES, PAPER, AND LEATHER.—A United Kingdom 
firm of manufacturers’ agents having their own branch in Buenos 
Aires and making frequent visits to Montevideo, Rio de Janeiro, 
Sao Paulo, and Santos, which visits they contemplate shortiy 
extending to other Brazilian ports, are desirous of representing 
United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton and woollen piece 
goods, printing, and writing papers, and leather for the manu- 
facture of fancy leather goods. While the applicants desire 
to do business on a simple commission basis, they state that 
they could arrange for orders to be confirmed and paid for in the 
Uimted Kingdom. One of the partners, resident m1 Buenos 
Aires, is now in this country on a short visit, and would be 
pleased to discuss matters personally. (Reference No. 494a.) 


sent to 








Applications for names and addresses must be the 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


COLOMBIA. 
GALVANISED IRON AND TIN PLATES, RUBBER 
GOODS, ELECTRIC PLANT, FITTINGS, ETC.—A London 


firm, with representatives established in various towns of 
Colombia, desire to secure agencies in that Republic for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of galvanised iron and tin plates, rubber 
goods, enamelled ware and hollow ware, soap and perfumes, and 
electric plant, fittings. lamps, ete. (Reference No. 495.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to 
Department of Overseas Trade. 


the 


MEXICO. 

TEXTILES.—A British subject. 30 vears resident in Mexico 
City, and fully familiar with all lines embracing textiles, woollens. 
linens, etc., is desirocs of representing British manufacturers of 
textiles and similar lines. (Reference No. 496.) 





Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the 
Department of Overseas Trade. . 
_ — — 


Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


FOOD SECTION. 
INCREASED BUTTER RATION. 


The Ministry of Food announce that it has now been 
decided to raise the ration of Government butter from 1 oz. 
to 1} oz. per head per week, The increase is to take effect 
on and from Monday, 19th April. The maximum retail 
price of Government butter will continue to be 3s. per Ib. 
as at present. 





SUGAR POR DOMESTIC. PRESERVING. 

Some dissatisfaction has been expressed at the price of 
Is. 2d. per Ib. fixed for sugar for domestic preserving. 

For some time past the world price of sugar has been so 
high that only by purchases made long in advance has the 
Sugar Commission been able to issue sugar for ordinary 
domestic consumption to be retailed until recently at the 
low price of 8d. per Ib. Even the present price of 10d. per 
Ih. can be continued only while the supplies purchased 
before the rise in the world’s price remain available. The 
issue of sugar for domestic preserving at any price lower 
than an ‘‘economic”’ selling price would unless world prices 
fall in the meantime, bring nearer the time when the price 
of sugar for the domestic ration will again have to be raised. 
This would be unfair to the large number of people who 
either do not desire to make jam, or who have no facilities 


NOTICE. 
The price of the “Board of Trade Journal” is 6d. (64d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 


United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 81s. 6d. per annum, 
post free. 


The Editorial Offices are at the new Government Build- 
ings, Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial 
communications should be addressed to ‘‘ The Editor.’’ 
Telephone No. Victoria 9800. 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, or branches (see Cover). 
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for doing so in their own homes, and who consequently have 
io purchase their jam at manufacturers’ prices. 

The price of Is. 2d. per Ib. is the retail] equivalent of the 
wholesale price charged to jam manufacturers, and it would 
manifestly be unfair if sugar were supplied for private jam 
making at an artificially low price. 


a 
_- 
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DE-CONTROL OF PIGS AND 


HOME-GROWN 
PORK. 


The Ministry of Food announce that in pursuance of the 
decision of the Government to de-control all home agricul- 
tural products at the earliest possible date, all Orders re- 
stricting the sale of home-grown pigs and pork are re- 
voked as from 31st March. British and Irish pork may 
now be sold free of any restrictions as to price, and the 
same freedom also applies to home-produced bacon, ham 
and Jard since Monday, 5th April. For the protection 
of the public the Food Controller will require retailers of 
hacon to distinguish between home-cured and imported 
bacon by appropriate labels, as is already the case in respect 
of retail sales of meat. This requirement will come into 
force on 19th April. 


— 


RETAIL MILK DEALERS AND FORM 10. 


The Ministry of Food announce that as from Saturday. 
3rd April, 1920, retail dealers in milk will no longer be 
required to furnish to their Local Food Committees the 
weekly return on the Form Milk Control 10 of their sale of 
milk, which was called for under the Milk (Registration of 
Dealers) Order, 1918. 


GENERAL SECTION. 





METAI: INDUSTRY ACT: 


LICENCES. 


Notice is hereby given in accordance with Section 1, 
Sub-Section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 
1918 [7 and 8 Geo. V. Ch. 67], and No. 11 of the Statutory 
Rules and Orders, No. 265, of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Metal 
Industry), that licences under the Non-Ferrous Metal 
Industry Act have been granted bv the Board of Trade to 
the undermentioned companies, firms or individuals : — 
Beaslev, Howard, 121, Colmore Row, Birmingham. 
Brierley, Perey Edward, 117, Preston New Road, Black- 

burn. 

Carr, Charles Edmund, 117, Pershore Street, Birmingham. 
(‘ontinental Metal and Minerals Co., Ltd., The, 30 and 31, 

St. Swithin’s Lane, E.C.4. 

Donning, James Edmund, trading as James Dunning and 

Co.. 3, Lombard Street. F.C.2. 

Forester, E. L. (Forester and Co.), Lloyds Bank Chambers, 

Swansea. 

Gilbert, Herbert Frank. trading as Maclaren, Gilbert and 

Co., 65, West Regent Street. Glasgow. 

Harvey Wilson and Co.. Ltd., 55, Bath Street, Glasgow. 
H. J. Humphries and Cooper Smelting Corporation, [Ltd., 

The, 40, St. Peter’s Street, St. Albans. 

Mersey Chemical and Manufacturing Co.. The, 1, Quality 

Court, Chancery Lane, W.C.2. 

Sommerville, Robert, trading as R. Sommerville and Co., 

121, Bath Street, Glasgow. 

Stewart. Robert Paul. trading as R. Paul Stewart and Co.. 

54. Gordon Street. Glasgow. 

United Merchants. Ltd., 3, Lombard Street, E.C.3. 


NON-FERROUS 


——— 


APRIL WOOL AUCTIONS. 
The Director-General of Raw Materials (Ministry of 


Vunitions) announces that in view of the increasing demand 
for medium and coarse crossbred, wool, the Department has 
instructed the Committee of London Wool Brokers, 42, Wool 
Exchange, E.C.2, to offer on Description during the April 
series of Auctions some 45,000 bales of Wool, including about 
35.000 hales New Zealand wool, which will consist principally 
of 46’s quality and below. 








SALE OF FERROUS MATERTATL. 


The Disposal Board, Ministry of Munitions, announces 
that large contracts for the sale of ferrous material having 
heen entered into, it is necessary to suspend further sales 
for a short period in order to effect, clearance from stores 
aad depots involved. 
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The Ferrous Material Section of the Disposal Boapg 
(D.B.4.A.), Block C, Earl’s Court Exhibition Grounds 
5.W.5, will, therefore, suspend sales as from 6th April til} 
May 3rd. 





Commercial Returns, 


CORN PRICES. 

STATEMENT showing the Average Price of British Corn pep 
(Juarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the 
Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended drd April, 199), 
pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882 :— 
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Week ended 3rd April, 1920... 72 
Corresponding week in— 

1913_—=Ci«t’s ‘a - - 31 

1914... - = 7 3] 

1915 i i ae 
1916 
1917... + - - 
1918... - wa ‘ 2 56 
1919 .. “ - in | 62 


SJ m-Tem and is DD 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns 
of purchases of Britis: corn are made to the local inspector of Com 
Returns in any other measure than the imperial bushel or by weight or 
by a weighed measure, that officer shall convert such returns into the 
imperial bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty imperial pounds for every 
bushel of wheat, fifty imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, and 
thirty-nine imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


—_—— 
—_—_ 


BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 


Official Year Book of the Commonwealth of Australia, 
1901-1918. No. 12, 1919. Prepared under instructions from 
the Minister of State for Home and Territories by G. H. 
Knibbs, C.M.G., Commonwealth Statistician. 


This contains the fullest information and up-to-date 
statistics on the Commonwealth Exchequer, a feature being 
the use made of maps and diagrams. The subject matter 
is dealt with as far as possible from the point of view of 
the development of the individual States, the progress of 
Australia as a whole, the statistical comparison of 
Australia with other leading countries of the world. 





Sr 
——— 





NATIONAL INSURANCE ACTS: UNEMPLOY- 
MENT INSURANCE. 


DECISION BY THE UMPIRE. 


Pursuant to paragraph (5) of the Unemployment Insur- 
ance (Umpire) Regulations, the Minister of Labour hereby 
gives Notice of the following decision by the Umpire on 
questions whether contributions are payable :— os 

B. The Umpire has decided that contributions are not 
payable in respect of :— _— 

2459.—Persons who are undergoing a course of traming 
at a training centre or with a private firm under one of the 
various schemes, either of the Appointments Branch, oF 
of the Industrial Training Branch of the Ministry of 
Labour, and who are receiving cither a full or partial maim 
tenance allowance from the Ministry and who are nob 
covered by the Decisions 2457X and 2458. ws 

Notr.—Decisions in which the Umpire has decided that 
contributions are payable under the National Insurance 
(Part IT) (Munition Workers) Act, 1916, are indicated by 
the letter X at the end of the number, e.g., 1554X. Con-— 
tributions under these decisions are payable as from the ~ 
4th September, 1916 2 

Where no reference is given to an Application, the quee” 
tion has been decided by the Umpire, without notice, 98 8” 
matter not admitting of reasonable doubt, in accordamee” 
with paragraph (2) of the Unemployment Insurance : 
(Umpire) Regulations. a 

Decisions relating to individual workmen which raise” 
no question of general interest, or which merely apply “i 
principle laid down in a previous decision, are not Pur” 


lished. 74 
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